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September Newsletter for Girvan North. 
 
Dear friends, can we relate to the Parable of the Lost Son in Luke’s Gospel? I am sure we are all 
lost at times. How are we found, and how does God re-enter our lives again? Many of us have 
brothers, or maybe we are that brother, or sister, who wanted something immediately. Possibly we, 
or our sibling, wanted money to see the world properly? This cannot be achieved without hard work, 
and the prodigal, or wasteful son, will not do that. He wants all the money now. Is that what we 
want? 
 
What happens then? The prodigal son’s father trusts his son to spend the money wisely. Instead, 
he spends the money very unwisely, frittering it all away. Do we recognise that behaviour in 
ourselves, in our siblings, or in someone we know? How would we feel if we lost everything and felt 
we had nowhere to turn? We would certainly feel embarrassed. How then could we face our father 
after everything he did for us? Would we, like the prodigal son, find a job which gave us little money? 
Would we, like the prodigal son, become so desperate that we ate the food meant for the animals 
we were looking after? How could things get any worse than that? 
 
Would this be the point when we felt we must return to our father on earth, and our father in heaven? 
The prodigal son felt he could only return as a servant and not as a proper son. The prodigal son is 
shocked when he is embraced; his father still loves him. Would we feel that we could still return to 
God? Hopefully, we would return for that loving embrace as it is never too late to return to our father 
on earth or our Father in heaven. God would certainly be celebrating our return just as the father did 
in the Parable of the Prodigal Son. His son had returned home. 
 
Can we relate to the elder brother of the prodigal son? Is he like us? If we saw our younger brother 
being forgiven for wasting the family fortune, how would we feel? Would we be angry at our brother, 
and our father? However, the father was willing to forgive his son despite losing a considerable 
amount of money; the elder brother had his fortune intact but was still unforgiving. Maybe the elder 
brother was jealous? Did he want to do what the prodigal son had done, but his moment had 
passed? Has our moment passed, or do we feel our moment has still to come? 
 
Were the brothers ever reconciled? We must draw our own conclusions. Did the elder brother join 
in the festivities, or return to the field an embittered man?  Are we like the elder brother? Do we still 
have long-standing issues with family members which are unresolved? It is never too later to 
address them. It is never too late to return to God. It is never too late to join in fellowship within the 
church, or within the Girvan community. Meeting with others takes us away from ourselves and 
helps those around us. 
 
 Many of us will be doing this now. Many of us will have met prodigal sons and daughters who just 
want to be held and forgiven. They are possibly members of our own family or members of someone 
else’s family. To feel human once again all we may need is a smile, a few words of comfort, or a 
warm embrace from another. Then these lost sons and daughters of God will return to his welcoming 
arms again. Stay safe and secure in the knowledge that God loves you. 
 
Best wishes, Glenn 
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