
Girvan North Parish Church

EDITOR’S NOTE:
All articles for the January 2018 issue of the Church Magazine 
should be given to the Editor by Sunday December31st 2017
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December 2017
Church Office

Janette Robertson will be in the Office – Tuesday 10.00 am – 12 noon 
& Friday 9.00 am – 1.00 pm.  All items for the Pew Leaflet should be 
given to Janette, or posted through the office door.  Please note that 
articles for inclusion in the Sunday Pew Leaflet must be with Janette 
no later than 11.00 am on the preceding Friday.

Contact details:
Telephone: (01465) 712672  
email: churchoffice12@btconnect.com  
Church Website: www.girvannorthparishchurch.org.uk 

Church Register
Deaths:
“The Lord’s my shepherd I’ll not want”

Mrs Matha Graham
Mr George Copland  Chestnut Drive
Mr James (Jimmy) Girvan Wilson Street

mailto:churchoffice12@btconnect.com
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Blythswood Care

We have resumed our collection for Blythswood, so please bring any 
of the following donations, and they will be taken up to their shop in 

Prestwick. 

Please mark your boxes/bags with the following appropriate label(s):

BRB = Bric-a-Brac  C = Clothes   D = Dishes   F = Food
  G = Glass items  M = Medical  T = Toys    = Books

Stamps

Please bring along used stamps and place them in the box in the vestibule 
at the church building.

They are sent to World Mission at ‘121’ who benefit in the region of £2,000 
+ per annum.

Please leave about one quarter of an inch around the stamp when you cut 
it off the envelope.

Computer Inkjet Cartridges

Used computer inkjet cartridges continue to be handed in in good numbers 
in response to the Kirk Session’s decision to collect used computer inkjet 
cartridges and send them off to either The Leprosy Mission (Scotland) or to 
CHAS.  The Leprosy Mission (Scotland) can take only three particular makes 
but other makes can be sent via the Rotary Club of Girvan to CHAS.

The church will send off the ones to TLM (Scotland) while the rest will be 
taken to Rotary for them to send to CHAS.

A box will be found each Sunday in the vestibule of the church building into 
which you may place your used cartridges.  Please keep them coming!



Grace & Peace to you all,

Are you ready? Are you excited? Or are you like Scrooge who said: 
“Bah Humbug!” The advent season is upon us and we are prepar-
ing to celebrate one of the most significant events in human histo-
ry – the birth of God as a human being. Now think about that, the 
Almighty God sent his son to be born of a woman. Of course, there 
was nobody more surprised than Mary. Yet, after having listened 
to the angel Gabriel, she said: “’Behold, I am the servant of the 
Lord; let it be to me according to your word.’ And the angel 
departed from her.” The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. 
(2016). (Lk 1:38). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 

Mary’s response was quite remarkable because it was a reaction of 
simple faith and trust in what the angel told her. Do you believe that 
it was God, the Holy Spirit who impregnated Mary? Do you? You see 
depending on how you answer that question will determine a num-
ber of issues.
The virgin birth is one of the underlying assumptions in everything 
the Bible says about Jesus. If we choose to throw out the virgin birth 
we are rejecting the deity of the Lord Jesus Christ, the inspiration, 
accuracy and authority of Scripture.  Not only that there are a num-
ber of other related doctrines which lie at the heart of the Christian 
faith to consider as well. The issue of the virgin birth is vital to our 
understanding of who Jesus is. To deny that Jesus is God, is to 
deny the very essence of Christianity. As one commentator said: 
“Everything else the Bible teaches about Christ hinges on the truth 
we celebrate at Christmas—that Jesus is God in human flesh. If the 
story of His birth is merely a fabricated or trumped–up legend, then 
so is the rest of what Scripture tells us about Him. The virgin birth is 
as crucial as the resurrection in substantiating His deity. It is not an 
optional truth. Anyone who rejects Christ’s deity rejects Christ abso-
lutely—even if he pretends otherwise.” MacArthur, J. (2001). Truth 
for today : a daily touch of God’s grace (p. 382). Nashville, Tenn.: J. 
Countryman.

Mary did not have a fraction of the knowledge that we have today 
but she knew she could trust God. And the great truth is, as some-
one once wrote: “If our greatest need had been information, God 
would have sent an educator. If our greatest need had been tech-
nology, God would have sent us a scientist. If our greatest need had 
been money, God would have sent us an economist. But since our 
greatest need was forgiveness, God sent us a Saviour.”
What Christmas teaches us is that Jesus became like us, so we 
could become like him. Thankfully the Angels still sing and the star 
still beckons. As Max Lucado wrote: “He loves each one of us like 
there was only one of us to love.”

May you experience that love of Jesus Christ this Christmas.

Shalom,

Pastor Richard

Malawi

Over the past year we have sent out a total of £1000 to help our friends 
in Likoma. Food being the priority was purchased first. As they were 
in the process of building a new manse, with our help that task was 
completed. They will now have a better chance of securing a new 
minister. A bicycle was purchased to help with the delivery of food to 
members in outlying districts.

As their congregation has risen from 60 to 130 they have decided to 
build a new church building.

The work has started on this Project so hopefully with your help over 
the coming year we will be in a position to help finish the work.

Thank you for your kindness over the past year.

TEAM MALAWI



New Unitary Constitution
At an Extraordinary Congregation meeting on Sunday 19th   November 
2017 the congregation gave approval to the Kirk Session’s decision to 
change from the Model to Unitary Constitution. This decision now goes 
before Ayr Presbytery on 5 th December 2017 for their approval. Since 
this is a change encouraged by the Church of Scotland we feel this 
decision will be confirmed by Presbytery and we have plans in place 
to start operating under the new Constitution from 1st January 2018.
Final decisions on all matters will still lie with the Kirk Session. Elders 
and Board members have been allocated to the following Action Teams 
and each Action Team will be responsible for a distinct area of church 
life.  The Finance, Fabric and Nomination Teams remain unchanged.
Rev Richard Moffat, Session Clerk Ron Gibson and our new Depute 
Session Clerk Jennifer Ramsay along with all Team Leaders form the 
Co-ordinating Team.

Fundraising, Activities and Communication
Leader  Margaret Grassom,  Depute  Agnes Gibson
Biily Benson, Alec Clark, Ian Fitzimmons,  Fiona McCutcheon, Arlene McGarragle, 
Janette Robertson, Matthew Scobie, Barbara Sloan, Maureen Stowers, 
Fiona Tudhope, Irene Tyson.
Christian Education and Discipleship
Leader  Robert Jess,  Depute   Margaret Nicol
Isobel Bone, Sconaid Clark, Tina Ingram,  Diane Irvine, Billy Leith, 
Rhona Mackinnon, Pauline Rattray.
Pastoral Care
Leader Margaret Benson,  Depute Joyce Mills
June Allison,  Janet Arthur, Violet Connor, Una Jess, Jimmy Lindsay, Margaret 
Murdoch, Peter Noble.
Worship
Leader  Stuart Kirkpatrick,  Depute  Louise Lindsay
Kathleen Byers, Elizabeth Dunlop, Anne Johnston, Eric Mackinnon, Jim McTag-
gart, 
Jennifer Ramsay.
Outreach and Mission
Leader    Robert Bone,   Depute  Mandy Mc Glaughlan
Hannah Laird, Norma Logan, Jean Morris, Jim Fairbairn, Anne Fisher, Findlay Mills, 
Sandra Smith.

Church Calendar

Sunday` 3rd December Morning Worship Rev. Richard 
Moffat

Sunday 10th December Morning Worship Rev. Richard 
Moffat

Sunday 17th December Nativity Play Rev. Richard 
Moffat

Sunday 17th December Carols, Candles & 
Communion [6.30]

Rev. Richard 
Moffat

Sunday 24th December Morning Worship Rev. Richard 
Moffat

Sunday 24th December Watchnight Service 
11.30 pm
Carols from 11.00 am

Rev. Richard 
Moffat

[All services begin at 11.00 am unless indicated]

Sunday 10thDecember Rotary Songs of Praise 6.30 pm

Wednesday Break Service

The Wednesday Break is a short mid-week service held in the small 
hall at 10.30 am.

The Service is led in turn by Richard, Eric, Stuart and Anne, while 
Kathleen picks appropriate praise to compliment the Bible passage.
Feel free to drop by any Wednesday, especially if you have missed a 
Sunday Service.

As Christmas approaches, we are breaking off our series of Fruit of 
the Spirit to look at Advent texts.
Our meetings finish on 20th December and will resume on 17th January 
2018. 



Congregational Board

At the end of the service on Sunday 19th November, Margaret 
Benson paid tribute to Congregational Board members past and present 
who had given their time and used their talents to manage the finances 
and fabric of the church over many years.  She asked God’s blessing 
and guidance for the challenges and opportunities that lie ahead for 
the new Action Teams.

A Christmas Gift
A guy's wife was nagging him hard for a four-wheeler but still he 
bought her a beautiful extravagant diamond ring for Christmas. The 
husband's friend was amazed at his decision and asked him in se-
cret, "Why couldn't you buy a car instead of the diamond ring?" The 
husband smiled and answered, "Fake cars are not easy to find."

Santa Claus is a woman!
Santa Claus is a woman because:

The vast majorities of men don't even think about selecting gifts until 
Christmas Eve and only go for a last-minute shopping spree.

For a he-Santa, there would be no reindeer because they would all 
be dead, gutted and strapped on to the rear bumper of the sleigh.

Even if the male Santa did have reindeer, he would inevitably get 
lost up there in the snow and clouds and then refuse to stop and ask 
for directions. 

For a Santa man, there would be unavoidable delays in the chim-
ney, where the Bob Vila-like Santa would stop to inspect and repaint 
bricks in the flue. 

He would also need to check for carbon monoxide fumes in every 
gas fireplace, and get under every Christmas tree that is crooked to 
straighten it to a perfectly upright 90-degree angle.

Men can't pack a bag.

Men would rather be dead than caught wearing red velvet.

Men would feel their masculinity is threatened...having to be seen 
with all those elves.

Men don't answer their mail.

Men would refuse to allow their physique to be described even in 
jest as anything remotely resembling a "bowlful of jelly."

Men aren't interested in stockings unless somebody's wearing them.

Having to do the 'Ho Ho Ho' thing would seriously inhibit their ability 
to pick up women.

Finally, being responsible for Christmas would require a commit-
ment.

The Real Santa?
The local newscaster was with the crowd of parade watchers, wel-
coming Santa as he arrived in town, and in a live interview asked a 
boucey 4 yr old girl if she had talked with this Santa yet to give him 
her Christmas list. "No" she replied infatically. "Are you going to talk 
with Santa?" the newscaster asked. "NO" once again was the most 
definite answer which was not the reaction that he was expecting 
at all!  "Why?" he curiously asked the little one. "Because the real 
Santa is at the Mall."

Didn't You Get My E-Mail?
As a little girl climbed onto Santa's lap, Santa asked the usual, "And 
what would you like for Christmas?"

The child stared at him open mouthed and horrified for a minute, 
then gasped: "Didn't you get my E-mail?"  



Crèche Rota

3rd December Wilma Armstrong, Fiona McCutcheon

10th December Arlene McGarragle, Susan Brown

17th December Lorraine Reid, Leslie Forbes

24th December Margaret Nicol, Rhona MacKinnon

31st December Lauren Borland, Diane Irvine

7th January 2018 Yuna McLeod, Michelle Scobie
 
If anyone is interested in helping out on a Sunday morning, Diane, 
would be delighted to hear from you – contact details are given below.

We are grateful to those members of our fellowship who voluntarily give 
of their time to staff our Crèche on Sunday mornings.  Please remember 
that if you cannot do your duty one Sunday it is vital that you arrange 
a replacement with somebody else who is already on the Crèche rota.

We wish to take this opportunity to remind members that the Crèche 
is available every Sunday for children under 3 years of age.

Diane Irvine is the Crèche co-coordinator; her contact details are:
 

5 Trowier Road, Girvan Tel: 710524 Wells1969@hotmail.co.uk 

Choir
We meet each Thursday  in the Memorial Chapel at 7.15 pm.  Anyone 
interested in joining us will be most welcome.

Santa is certainly a Man!

Santa Claus is undoubtedly a man because:

Santa doesn't deliver his presents on The Friday after Thanksgiv-
ing when the malls are open for 20 hours. Christmas Eve deliveries 
prove Mr. Claus to be a man. 

Santa's reindeer is so drunk that his nose glows as his navigator. A 
woman would never let out those cute deer to work on Christmas 
Eve that too in cold and perhaps would dress them in sweaters and 
booties.

Only a male Santa can ignore 'fashion' and wear the same suit for 
500 years.

Santa has never been known to answer a letter.

Women aren't interested in stockings unless someone better looking 
than them is wearing them.

As many presents as Santa delivers he has no trouble with babes. 

Only men have the ability to stay up for 24 hours straight in the cold 
with a bunch of mangy deer and going up and down soot-infested 
chimneys.

A woman would never even think of going down a chimney and risk 
staining that red velvet.

Commitment requires that Christmas be on the same day each year. 
A female Santa would delay Christmas until she can touch-up her 
makeup and do her hair after leaving each house.

mailto:Wells1969@hotmail.co.uk


Anagrams of Christmas Carols and Songs.
Anagram Christmas Carol/

Song
1 JILL BEGS LEN (2)

2 KNEEL DOTTILY (2)

3 MANAGE RAIN WAY (4)

4 THIS WARM ETHICS  (2)

5 HARDY SYMBOLIC (3)

6 WILD RENOWNED RANT(2)

7 THY LION HOG (3)

8 LIFT SHELTER NOW (3)

9 SONIC GAS KNOWLEDGE (3)

10 HID HEALTHY NOVELTY (5)

11 TINSEL TWO (3))

12 DEPLORED, HE IS THE ODDER RUNNER 
(5)

13 TROUBLEDLY TRIM ME(3)

14 SWEET GHERKIN (3)

15 EARTH SHAKING DANGER SHELL (5)

16 HANDWRITTEN BIKE MILE (4)

17 THE CHALK SLED (3)

18 TO WISHY WASHY RARE CRUMMIES (6)

Answers to November Quiz Ayrshire Towns and Villages.

1  Dailly  2  Mauchline  3  New Cumnock  4   Kilmarnock  5  Darvel
6  Maybole  7  Largs  8  Barr  9  Straiton  10  Patna  11  Glenbuck
12  Irvine  13  Turnberry  14  Kirkoswald 15  Lugar.

Alternative Gift Cards

We have alternative Gift Cards for sale again this year, to help our 
partner church in Malawi.  This year with the money raised, we intend 
to buy much needed seed and fertiliser.  The cards, at £5 each, can 
be bought from Sandra Smith.

Babies & Toddlers

We meet every Tuesday in the small hall from 9.30 – 11.00 am.  Ba-
bies and Toddlers under 3 are very welcome.  Our last session of the 
year will be our Christmas Party on 19th December.  We look forward 
to seeing everyone again on 9th January.

Christmas Fayre

A very big thank you to all who supported the Christmas Fayre on 19th 
November.  £1,307 was raised for Church funds – an amazing amount.

THANK YOU!

JARS OF GRACE
This year our Jars of Grace are to support the BUYMSH APPEAL.  
“BUYMSH APPEAL was formed to build a new 21st Century holiday 
house in Ayrshire for children, young people and their families suffering 
with Cancer and other life altering illnesses in the UK – to provide a 
vital haven in Scotland for families to enjoy important times together 
and share memories.”

Labels are available in the Church.



Prayer Topics December 2017

1. The Leprosy Mission – Bangladesh

Pray for seven ulcer care committees who take care of ulcer patients 
by themselves in all the working area of T L M Bangladesh.  Pray for 
the North Western Bangladesh Ultra Poverty Initiative Project which 
works to overcome extreme poverty among people with leprosy-related 
disabilities and to reduce food insecurity and improve livelihoods.

2. Mission Aviation Fellowship – Democratic Republic of Congo.

Praise God for the local pastors showing the Jesus film in Nyankunde.  
Pray for effective follow-up as MAF’s eastern DRC team does all it can 
to assist the pastors.  Pray that those who see the film will respond to 
the One whose life it portrays.

Programme Manager of our Western DRC team, Nick Frey says: 
“Sometimes we’re taking vaccinations and medications and other 
things, mostly health staff – doctors, nurses, logistics people, to and 
from Kasal so that they can help the internally displaced people in 
the region and the other people affected by the violence.  The flights 
are keeping the MAF team very busy.  Please pray that our team will 
continue to thrive in a difficult and stressful environment.”

3. Open Doors – Comoros

The spread of any religion except Islam is illegal in Comoros.  Those 
who convert to Christianity can be prosecuted and are put under 
pressure by the Muslin majority, not to practise their faith.  This leaves 
them little option but to live as secret believers.  Pray for wisdom for 
Christian parents from Muslim back-grounds.  All children are taught 
from the Quran in schools.  Pray for protection and increased freedom 
for house churches.  They are frequently spied on and denied the right 
to distribute Bibles.  Pray for political leaders who pit themselves against 
Christians, that they would come to know the Lord.

4 As once again we find ourselves in the season of Advent, let us 
praise and adore our great and mighty God, thanking Him for all His 
gifts to us, especially the greatest gift of all, His own dear Son, to be 
our Saviour and Redeemer.  Pray for all people everywhere, particularly 
those who do not know the Lord personally.  Remember the homeless, 
the refugees, prisoners, addicts, the mentally ill, the sick, the dying, 
the bereaved and those who are persecuted for their faith.  Pray for 
our leaders and all who serve others in many varied ways.  Pray that 
throughout the world this Christmas the angels’ message of “Peace 
on earth goodwill to men” might become a reality.

Regarding our own situation in the North Church as we take up the 
challenge of the new unitary system of working, pray for God’s clear 
guidance for each team.  Pray for harmony in relationships, a deeper 
level of commitment and wisdom in determining priorities and involving 
the whole congregation.  Pray for Pastor Richard as he oversees the 
new organisation involved, that all may be done for God’s glory and the 
advancement of His Kingdom.  Pray at this time that God will renew 
in us the sense of wonder and joy, we experienced as children at the 
coming of Immanuel the Christ Child.

“Love shall be our token
Love be yours and love be mine
Love to God and all men
Love for plea and gift and sign”

F W O Envelopes

During the month of December, Elders will be delivering F.W.O. Enve-
lopes to members in their district who have elected to use the envelopes 
to make their offering to the Church.
As we approach a New Year, Church members are reminded of their 
obligation to support the Church financially.

Anyone wishing to make their offering to the Church by using the weekly 
Free Will Offering system and would like a set of envelopes, please 
contact their district Elder or Agnes Gibson at 479206.
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