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Church Office

Janette Robertson will be in the Office – Tuesday 10.00 am – 12 noon 
& Friday 9.00 am – 1.00 pm.  All items for the Pew Leaflet should be 
given to Janette, or posted through the office door.  Please note that 
articles for inclusion in the Sunday Pew Leaflet must be with Janette 
no later than 11.00 am on the preceding Friday.

Contact details:
Telephone: (01465) 712672  
email: churchoffice12@btconnect.com  
Church Website: www.girvannorthparishchurch.org.uk 

Church Register
Deaths:
“The Lord’s my shepherd I’ll not want”

Mrs Janet Ayres  Wheatfield Road
Mr Alan Eaglesham  Harbour Street
Mrs Margaret Douglas



CHURCH OFFICIALS
Minister:
Rev. Richard Moffat   38 The Avenue,  Tel: 713203

SESSION CLERK:
Mr. Ron Gibson  7 Young Street,  Tel: 479206

TREASURER:
Mr Jim Nicol 52 The Avenue, Tel : 714044

CLERK TO THE BOARD:
Mrs. Jennifer Ramsay 30 Golf Course Road, Tel: 712200

ROLL KEEPER:
Mrs. June Allison 48 Glendoune Street, Tel: 712610
 
CHURCH OFFICER:
Mrs. Anne Johnston 9 The Avenue, Tel:07478222904

ORGANIST:
Mrs. Marie Mortimer Gowlands Cottage Barrhill, Tel: 821294

CHURCH SECRETARY AND MAGAZINE EDITOR:
Mrs Janette Robertson 78 Bourtreehall,  Tel:  715195

HALL CONVENER:
Mrs Anne Johnston 9 The Avenue, Tel: 713624 
(Keys & practical arrangements)
Mrs Janette Robertson 78 Bourtreehall, Tel: 715195 (Bookings)

GIFT AID CONVENER:
Joyce Mills 21 North Park Avenue, Tel: 712050

SAFEGUARDING CO-ORDINATOR:
Mrs Margaret Nicol, 52 The Avenue, Tel: 714044

MAGAZINE CONVENERS:
Mrs Barbara Warren 35 Sycamore Drive,  Tel : 714960
Mrs Irene Tyson 3 Kirkpatrick Street,  Tel : 713590
F.W.O. CONVENER:
Mrs. Agnes Gibson 7 Young Street,  Tel: 479206
CHURCH  Tel.  712672

Blythswood Care

We have resumed our collection for Blythswood, so please bring any 
of the following donations, and they will be taken up to their shop in 

Prestwick. 

Please mark your boxes/bags with the following appropriate label(s):

BRB = Bric-a-Brac  C = Clothes   D = Dishes   F = Food
  G = Glass items  M = Medical  T = Toys    = Books

Stamps

Please bring along used stamps and place them in the box in the vestibule 
at the church building.

They are sent to World Mission at ‘121’ who benefit in the region of £2,000 
+ per annum.

Please leave about one quarter of an inch around the stamp when you cut 
it off the envelope.

Computer Inkjet Cartridges

Used computer inkjet cartridges continue to be handed in in good numbers 
in response to the Kirk Session’s decision to collect used computer inkjet 
cartridges and send them off to either The Leprosy Mission (Scotland) or to 
CHAS.  The Leprosy Mission (Scotland) can take only three particular makes 
but other makes can be sent via the Rotary Club of Girvan to CHAS.

The church will send off the ones to TLM (Scotland) while the rest will be 
taken to Rotary for them to send to CHAS.

A box will be found each Sunday in the vestibule of the church building into 
which you may place your used cartridges.  Please keep them coming!



Grace & Peace to you all,

The Apostle Paul says in Philippians 1:19-21 “…for I know that 
through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this 
will turn out for my deliverance, as it is my eager expectation and 
hope that I will not be at all ashamed, but that with full courage now 
as always Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life, or by 
death. For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” 

There are many people who would wearily confess they simply exist. 
Day after day, it’s the same routine and they don’t expect anything 
special on the horizon of tomorrow. Though routine is necessary, we 
need reason for it, and that reason can make all the difference be-
tween merely existing and enjoying an exciting, purposeful life.

Our conscious reasons for living are naturally dependent upon stay-
ing alive. The moment we die, everything about us is gone, but in 
Philippians 1:20, Paul is saying, I have a reason for my life which 
transcends both living and dying, and that reason is for Christ to be 
exalted in my body.  The KJ translation says, “that Christ might be 
magnified in my body”. The purpose of magnifying something is to 
bring it into focus and make it large. We can’t make Christ any larg-
er than He is, but we can make Him larger in us. We can exhibit a 
‘bigger’ Jesus.

Many years ago, the Rev. David Torrance, who was my minister at 
the time, took me to meet with his mother. Mrs. Torrance was con-
fined to a bath chair and in conversation with her I asked how she 
felt about her confinement. She graciously responded to my ques-
tion by saying: “The Lord has given me the opportunity to lift up peo-
ple, situations and nations before him and I try to serve him in that 
way as best I can.” “For me to live is Christ to die is gain.” 

Paul in saying, “For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain,” gives 
us four vital aspects of Christian living. 

First, the Christian life is personal.  It’s “to me”, and involves an 
intimate relationship with our Lord.  Second, it’s practical. It is to live. 
Centuries ago, Francis of Assisi trained his men in southern Italy by 
saying, “Wherever you go, whatever you do, make sure you preach 
Christ; if necessary use words.” Preaching Christ with our mouths 
closed is all in the way we live. The more Christ is revealed in us, 
the more reason for purposeful living. The best example I ever saw 
of that was the deaconess Ellen Rutherford whom I met as a teen-
ager in Strathconnon, where we had gone as a youth fellowship. 
Over the years as I returned there she always remembered my 
name, I so wish I could do that (my name included), and displayed a 
trust & love for Christ that was an inspiration to all who met her. “For 
me to live is Christ to die is gain. Third, the Christian life is possible.  
It is Christ as my resources in life and my reason to live. We are 
intended to live in dependence on His indwelling Spirit, supplying all 
our needs, but without Christ, eventually we’ll run out of our resourc-
es. Fourth, the Christian life is permanent, “To die is gain.” In death, 
we move on to even greater things that we cannot begin to grasp in 
this life. When Christ is exalted in our lives, it is impossible to feel 
trapped in a pointless existence. Everything, from the whiff of a rose 
to the work we do, holds special meaning because God’s Spirit lives 
in us. It’s simply how we were designed!  I leave you with this ques-
tion to ponder: “Do I demonstrate in my everyday living that Christ is 
exalted above all else?” 

May God bless you as you live for Him,

Pastor Richard



New Unitary Constitution

As explained in the September North Star, a decision has been taken to 
change from the Model Constitution (Kirk Session and Congregational 
Board) to the Unitary Constitution (Kirk Session and Action Teams).  
At a meeting of the Kirk Session and Congregational Board on 11th 
September Richard gave a presentation explaining that the Finance 
and Fabric Teams would continue as at present. He then outlined the 
proposed responsibilities and remit of the following new Action Teams -

1 Fundraising, Activities, Communication and Events
2 Christian Education and Discipleship
3 Pastoral Care
4 Worship
5 Outreach and Mission

Elders and Board members have been asked to indicate where they 
feel their talents and interests lie. Each elder and Board member is 
expected to be part of at least one Action Team. Later there will be op-
portunities for members of the congregation to join a team where they 
have a particular talent or interest. Final decisions will still lie with the 
Kirk Session as before. The changeover is planned to start in January 
2018 with a review after 6 months. Please pray for our minister, elders 
and board members as they undertake this challenging change.

BLYTHSWOOD SHOE BOX APPEAL

Last year Blythswood Shoe Box Appeal delivered over 121,000 box-
es to 8 countries in Europe and Pakistan.  The gifts went to :-
LISA who is 10 and has celebral palsy.  She sits and moves in a 
wheelchair in a war zone in Ukraine.

FLORINA, also 10 with 2 younger brothers.  They live in a derelict 
house in Jures Country, Romania without electricity or running wa-
ter.  The family’s one comfort is an old-fashioned ceramic stove.

JAHANZEB another 10 year old – a brick factory labourer in Paki-
stan whose whole family is trapped by debt.

ELMADINA and BEHARI in Kosova whose father is unemployed but 
tries to earn money for his 7 children by collecting cans and plastic 
for recycling.

‘Your kindness brings unforgettable joy into the lives of people left 
out’ writes the Chief Executive of the appeal.

By filling a shoe box with warm clothes, a few essentials and some-
thing a wee bit special you give practical help to people in need and 
show them that somebody cares.

Will you fill a shoe box in 2017?  I promise you it will be greatly ap-
preciates and will bring joy to whoever receives it – 
because they have nothing!

Collect your leaflet from the Church.



Fun Quiz

People in the congregation and around the town have been asking 
when am I going to make up another quiz for sale!  The answer is 
probably not before next spring or summer. To keep the quiz addicts 
going until then I will put a short quiz in the North Star each month. 
No prizes! This month it is an anagram quiz, each answer being an 
Ayrshire town or village, answers in next month’s North Star.  
Enjoy!   Margaret Benson

1 KIKURRIM  ....................................
2 SONTVETENS ....................................
3 CHUKENACIL  ....................................
4 LOMELNOCL  ....................................
5 HIREICKMALK ....................................
6 SWKIPTERC  ....................................
7 KOLERLMISE  ....................................
8 DOULRFRH  ....................................
9 NIMESAD  ....................................
10 YINNOSTMG  ....................................
11 LODEILNNTALGM ....................................
12 RENUDU  ....................................
13 REHYNRPIW  ....................................
14 CRETIOHEL  ....................................
15 TANLARBALE ....................................

CHURCH CONCERT

Thursday 5th October 2017 is a date for everyone’s diary.  The RURAL 
REVELLERS led by Isobel Montgomery (a former Moderator of The 
Presbytery of Ayr), will be entertaining us in the Main Church Hall with 
their own brand of Scottish music.
  
The ticket price is £6.00 and will include a finger buffet supper.

We need to know the numbers for the seating and the catering arrange-
ments so it is necessary to obtain a ticket in advance for the event.  

These are available from Margaret Grassom, Anne Fisher and Agnes 
Gibson.

Wednesday Break Service

Our new session has opened on Wednesdays at 10.30 am in the small 
hall.

We will pick up our journey through the Gospel of St. Mark, looking at 
the miracles.

This informal service lasts about half an hour after which we have tea/
coffee.

If you have never been before, now is the right time to join us.  The 
worship team of Richard, Eric, Stuart and Anne along with Kathleen, 
our music guide, will be happy to see you. 



HARVEST THANKSGIVING

Harvest Thanksgiving was celebrated in the Church on Sunday 24th 
September 2017.  The Sanctuary of the Church was decorated with 
flowers and harvest gifts for the occasion and looked really beautiful.  
On behalf of the Kirk Session, I would like to thank all the new members 
and friends who contributed flowers, fruit, vegetables and groceries 
for the service and in particular we thank Simpson’s the Bakers for 
donating the beautiful Harvest Loaf and Girvan Early Growers for their 
gift of potatoes.  Our thanks are also due to those elders who came 
back in the afternoon and members of the Girls’ Brigade, to distribute 
the harvest gifts to the congregation and also to thos members and 
friends who assisted with this task.

Last but not least, the thanks of the entire Church must go to all the 
ladies who gave of their time and talents to make all the lovely bas-
kets and posies of flowers and who worked so hard to decorate the 
Church.  To all those people and everyone else who helped make it 
such a lovely date –

A HUGE THANK YOU!

Ron Gibson - Session Clerk

Carpet Bowling Club

The Carpet Bowling Club reses on Wednesday 4th October at 7.00 pm 
in the Main Hall.  New members would be warmly welcomed.  We are 
a happy bunch – please come along and have a go.

  Meg Murdoch

JARS OF GRACE

This year our Jars of Grace are to support the BUYMSH APPEAL.

  “BUYMSH APPEAL was formed to build a new 21st Century holiday 
house in Ayrshire for children, young people and their families suffering 
with Cancer and other life altering illnesses in the UK – to provide a 
vital haven in Scotland for families to enjoy important times together 
and share memories.”

Labels are available in the Church.

Church Flowers

Each week a faithful band of ladies take turns at making floral arrange-
ments and posies to adorn our church on Sunday mornings. After the 
service the flowers are taken out to members of our congregation.
Can you help by letting me know the names of anyone who should 
get flowers?  Eg.

•	  A home where there has been a bereavement
•	 Someone who is housebound, in hospital, ill at home or 

anxiously awaiting results of hospital tests.
•	 Someone who deserves a “ thank you”  or is in need of  a “boost”
•	 .

Please let me know by phoning 713059. If you don’t tell me, I might 
not hear about it!

Thank you  
Margaret Benson



Crèche Rota

1st October Margaret Nicol

8 October Lauren Borland, Diane Irvine

15 October Yuna McLeod, Michelle Scobie

22 October Wilma Armstrong, Fiona McCutcheon

29 October Arlene McGarragle, Susan Brown

5 November Lorraine Reid, Leslie Forbes
 
If anyone is interested in helping out on a Sunday morning, Diane, 
would be delighted to hear from you – contact details are given below.

We are grateful to those members of our fellowship who voluntarily give 
of their time to staff our Crèche on Sunday mornings.  Please remember 
that if you cannot do your duty one Sunday it is vital that you arrange 
a replacement with somebody else who is already on the Crèche rota.

We wish to take this opportunity to remind members that the Crèche 
is available every Sunday for children under 3 years of age.

Diane Irvine is the Crèche co-coordinator, her contact details are:
 

5 Trowier Road, Girvan Tel: 710524 Wells1969@hotmail.co.uk 

Church Calendar

Sunday` 1st October Sacrament of Holy 
Communtion

Rev. Richard 
Moffat

Sunday 8th October Morning Worship Rev. Richard 
Moffat

Sunday 15th October Morning Worship Rev. Richard 
Moffat

Sunday 22nd October Morning Worship Rev. Richard 
Moffat

Sunday 29th October Morning Worship Rev. Richard 
Moffat

[All services begin at 11.00 am unless indicated]

Wednesday 11th October Kirk Session 
Meeting

[7.00 pm]

Church Officer

Anne Johnston, our Church Officer no longer has a landline.  To contact 
her or leave a message please telephone 07478222904. 



Prayer Topics October 2017

1. The Leprosy Mission – Nepal

TLM Nepal staff have to travel difficult terrains to conduct outreach 
compass and implement project activities dealing with treacherous 
climates, disasters and outbreaks of disease.  Pray for their safety 
and strength to rise above such dicciculties to ultimately serve those 
in need throughout Nepal.  Nepal continues to face political turmoil.  
People are frustrated and angry at the false promises that never come 
to fruition.  Pray that people with foresight and care for the greater good 
of the people of Nepal will come to leadership positions.

2. Mission Aviation Fellowship – Chad

Give thanks for a recent flight carrying a missionary and a chaplain 
to visit outreach projects in Sarn.  The 2 hour flight saved a 12 hour 
journey by road.

The Mumford family has been serving in Chad since 2013.  Pray for 
good health and energy for Hannah at home with Jacob and Zack 
and Esther studying at school and for Pilot Andrew as he flies in 
temperatures reaching over 40oc.  Chad’s economy depends heavily 
on oil and continues to be hit by the recession.  Pray that the country’s 
leaders will have wisdom to manage Chad’s limited resources to benefit 
those most vulnerable.  This includes 367,000 refugees and 60,000 
internally displaced people and their host communities.

3 Open Doors – Central Asia

When Gulivar’s parents discovered she had become a Christian, 
they beat her to try to re-convert her.  But she stood firm in her faith, 
so she was kicked out of her home and disowned.  She suffers from 
cerebral palsy.  Ask God to provide for her needs to honour her for 
refusing to dishonour Him.  Brother Salaam is struggling with trauma 
and depression after experiencing intense persecution.  He is currently 

receiving trauma counselling in a safe house.  Pray for his recovery.

Nadina, a pastor’s wife, recently miscarried due to the stress of facing 
persecution.  Her husband Tammar was fined by police after his church 
was raided and every member of the church was made to sign a form 
stating that their meeting had been illegal.  Shortly after this, the couple 
found a dead dog in their yard with a note saying: “We are watching 
you.”  Pray for God’s comfot and healing for Nadina and Tammar.

4 Pray for all the world’s leaders that they would seek God’s 
wisdom in all decision making instead of depending on their 
own ideas and work for peace and reconciliation.

Pray for leaders of young people: teachers, tutors, lecturers and parents 
that they would set before them the true values of life and show them 
an upright, godly example by their own lives.  Ask God to make clear 
to young people the career for which He has fitted them that they may 
not just drift aimlessly through life.  Pray that God will call many into 
the ministry of His church who will not be afraid to powerfully proclaim 
the truths of the Gospel as did the prophets of old.

Pray for the North Church – its members, office bearers and pastor.  Ask 
God to give us all a new vision and show us just where our talents lie 
and how He would have us use them, so that each one of us might be 
able to participate more in the whole life of the Church.  Pray faithfully 
for Pastor Richard and Margie for health and strength and wisdom, 
and especially as we look for new ways of drawing more people into 
the fellowship of Christ’s Church, to come to know Him and become 
involved in the work of His Kingdom.  Girve God thanks for all the 
blessings we receive daily from His hand.

Choir
The Choir practises resumed on Thursday 31st August in the Memo-
rial Chapel at 7.15 pm.  Anyone interested in joining us will be most 
welcome.
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Mathew 11:28-30 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Children’s Corner! 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Each number represents a letter of the alphabet.  Substitute 
correct letter for the numbers to reveal the coded words. 

 

 
 

 



 


