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EDITOR’S NOTE:
All articles for the April 2017 issue of the Church Magazine 
should be given to the Editor by Sunday 26th March 2017
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Church Office

Janette Robertson will be in the Office – Tuesday 10.00 am – 12 noon 
& Friday 9.00 am – 1.00 pm.  All items for the Pew Leaflet should be 
given to Janette, or posted through the office door.  Please note that 
articles for inclusion in the Sunday Pew Leaflet must be with Janette 
no later than 11.00 am on the preceding Friday.

Contact details:
Telephone: (01465) 712672  
email: churchoffice12@btconnect.com  
Church Website: www.girvannorthparishchurch.org.uk 

Church Register
Deaths:
“The Lord’s my shepherd I’ll not want”

John Reid  Bourtreehall
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Blythswood Care

We have resumed our collection for Blythswood, so please bring any 
of the following donations, and they will be taken up to their shop in 

Prestwick. 

Please mark your boxes/bags with the following appropriate label(s):

BRB = Bric-a-Brac  C = Clothes   D = Dishes   F = Food
  G = Glass items  M = Medical  T = Toys    = Books

Stamps

Please bring along used stamps and place them in the box in the vestibule 
at the church building.

They are sent to World Mission at ‘121’ who benefit in the region of £2,000 
+ per annum.

Please leave about one quarter of an inch around the stamp when you cut 
it off the envelope.

Computer Inkjet Cartridges

Used computer inkjet cartridges continue to be handed in in good numbers 
in response to the Kirk Session’s decision to collect used computer inkjet 
cartridges and send them off to either The Leprosy Mission (Scotland) or to 
CHAS.  The Leprosy Mission (Scotland) can take only three particular makes 
but other makes can be sent via the Rotary Club of Girvan to CHAS.

The church will send off the ones to TLM (Scotland) while the rest will be 
taken to Rotary for them to send to CHAS.

A box will be found each Sunday in the vestibule of the church building into 
which you may place your used cartridges.  Please keep them coming!



Greetings,
I would like to share a story that was given to me years ago. I am sorry I 
cannot remember the source, but it is a powerful story which will cause 
us to think and re-examine how we live our lives, which is what Lent is all 
about.

“Everyone in the apartment complex I lived in knew who Ugly was. 
Ugly was the resident tomcat. Ugly loved three things in this world: 
fighting, eating garbage, and shall we say, love. However, he had 
only one eye, and where the other should have been was a gaping 
hole. He was also missing his ear on the same side, his left foot ap-
peared to have been badly broken at one time, and had healed at 
an unnatural angle, making him look like he was always turning the 
corner. His tail had long since been lost, leaving only the smallest 
stub, which he would constantly jerk and twitch. Ugly would have 
been a dark gray tabby-striped type cat, except for the sores cov-
ering his head, neck and even his shoulders with thick, yellowing 
scabs. Every time someone saw Ugly there was the same reaction. 
‘That’s one UGLY cat!!’ 

All the children were warned not to touch him, the adults threw 
rocks at him, hosed him down, squirted him when he tried to come 
in their homes, or shut his paws in the door when he would not 
leave. Ugly always had the same reaction. If you turned the hose 
on him, he would stand there, getting soaked until you gave up 
and quit. If you threw things at him, he would curl his lanky body 
around feet in forgiveness. Whenever he spied children, he would 
come running, meowing frantically and bump his head against 
their hands, begging for their love. If you ever picked him up he 
would immediately begin suckling on your shirt, earrings, whatever 
he could find. One day Ugly shared his love with the neighbour’s 
huskies. They did not respond kindly, and Ugly was badly mauled. 
By the time I got to where he was lying, it was apparent Ugly’s sad 
life was almost at an end. As I picked him up and tried to carry him 
home, I could feel him struggling. Then I felt a familiar tugging, 
sucking sensation on my ear. Ugly, in so much pain, suffering and 
obviously dying, was trying to suckle my ear. I pulled him closer to 
me, and he bumped the palm of my hand with his head. Then he 
turned his one golden eye towards me, and I could hear the distinct 
sound of purring. Even in great pain, that ugly battle-scarred cat 

was asking only for a little affection & some compassion. 
At that moment I thought Ugly was the most beautiful, loving crea-
ture I had ever seen.  Never once did he try to bite or scratch me, 
or even try to get away from me, or struggle in any way. Ugly just 
looked up at me completely trusting in me to relieve his pain. Ugly 
died in my arms before I could get inside, but I sat and held him for 
a long time afterward, thinking about how one scarred, deformed 
little stray could so alter my opinion about what it means to have 
true pureness of spirit, to love so totally and truly.
Ugly taught me more about giving and compassion than a thou-
sand books, lectures, or talk show specials ever could, and for that 
I will always be thankful. He had been scarred on the outside. But 
I was scarred on the inside. It was time for me to move on & learn 
to love truly and deeply. To give myself totally to those I cared for. 
Many people want to be richer, more successful, well liked, and 
beautiful. But for me, I will always try to be Ugly.” 

Are you Ugly? Please don’t mistake what I am saying. I want us to con-
sider whether we live as Jesus asked us in these incredible words: “So in 
everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this 
sums up the Law & the Prophets.” Matthew 7:12 Do we exhibit the fruit 
of those words; patience, a calm disposition, listening to others, exhibiting 
gentleness, courage, inspiration, sharing stories and having a sense of 
humour. The reason we are asked to do these kinds of actions is because 
God began the transformation of the world in Jesus Christ that Easter so 
long ago and He wants us to continue with the task of impacting those 
around us. 
As we continue through Lent to Easter we need to understand that the 
dynamic for living this way must come from outside ourselves.  It comes 
through the person of the Holy Spirit, whom Jesus says in John 15:26 
26 “But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the 
Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear 
witness about me. And you also will bear witness, because you have 
been with me from the beginning.” In other words we will be able to “do 
to others” and so fulfill the example Jesus taught us by depending upon 
the power and the strength of the Holy Spirit.  May God allow you to be 
Ugly this Lenten season and always. 

Shalom,

Pastor Richard



Malawi –Soup and Sweet Lunch

On Sunday 26th February we held our Soup and Sweet Lunch in aid of our 
fundraising for Malawi, after morning worship.  A huge thank you to all you 
contributed by way of soup, sweets, kitchen helpers and contributions through 
the retiral collection.  The grand sum of £436.20 was raised.  Well done 
everyone – and thank you again.

2nd Girvan Girls’ Brigade:

The Girls’ Brigade are having a Coffee Morning on Saturday 1st April 
2017 in the church hall from 10.00 am – 12 noon.  Tickets are priced 
at £2 and are available from Carolyn Wells, Lauren Borland and Agnes 
Gibson.  Tickets can also be purchased at the door on the day.

The Rev Joe Kavanagh:

Congratulations to the Rev Joe Kavanagh on reaching 25 years of 
ministry.  As you know, Joe began his ministry here at Girvan North 
and spent six happy years here, so he tells me.  He has asked that we 
convey his thanks to you and wrote: “I have very happy memories of 
Girvan and of the people.  Would it be possible to let the folks know of 
the silver jubilee of my ministry and thank them for all that they have 
given to me, helping me to be the Minister I am today.  

Every Blessing, Joe”

Wednesday Break Service

We begin a new series of lessons on the Wednesday mid morning break, led 
by our Worship group: Richard, Eric, Stuart and Anne, while Kathleen picks 
appropriate songs of praise.

The Persistent Widow, the Ten Minas and the Tenants in the Vineyard con-
cluded our study of the Parables in Luke’s Gospel.  Our understanding of 
them now is much richer and deeper.

Now would be a good time for you to join us – 10.30 am in the small hall.  
Our group is small, 15 – 20 people, but very friendly.  The service ends with 
tea or coffee and a chat. 

Church Calendar

Sunday` 5th March Morning Worship Rev. Richard Moffat

Sunday 12th March Morning Worship Rev. Richard Moffat

Sunday 19th March Morning Worship Rev. Richard Moffat

Sunday 26th March BB/GB Easter Parade Rev. Richard Moffat

[All services begin at 11.00 am unless indicated]

Wednesday 15th March Congregation 
Board/ Kirk Session 
meetings

7.00 pm



       Crèche Rota

5th March Margaret Nicol, Rhona MacKinnon

12th March Lauren Borland, Diane Irvine

19th March Yuna McLeod, Michelle Scobie

26th March Wilma Armstrong, Fiona McCutcheon

2nd April Arlene McGarragle, Susan Brown

If anyone is interested in helping out on a Sunday morning, Diane, would be 
delighted to hear from you – contact details are given below.

We are grateful to those members of our fellowship who voluntarily give of 
their time to staff our Crèche on Sunday mornings.  Please remember that if 
you cannot do your duty one Sunday it is vital that you arrange a replacement 
with somebody else who is already on the Crèche rota.

We wish to take this opportunity to remind members that the Crèche is 
available every Sunday for children under 3 years of age.

Diane Irvine is the Crèche co-coordinator, her contact details are:

5 Trowier Road, Girvan Tel: 710524 Wells1969@hotmail.co.uk 

CROSS
A young man was at the end of his rope. Seeing no way out, he dropped 
to his knees in prayer. "Lord, I can't go on," he said, "I have too heavy of a 
cross to bear." The Lord replied, "My son, if you can't bear its weight, just 
place your cross inside this room. Then, open that other door and pick out 
any cross you wish." 

The man was filled with relief and said, "Thank you, Lord," and he did as 
he was told. Upon entering the other door, he saw many crosses, some 
so large the tops were not visible. Then, he spotted a tiny cross leaning 
against a far wall. "I'd like that one, Lord," he whispered. 

And the Lord replied, "My son, that is the cross you just brought in." When 
life's problems seem overwhelming, it helps to look around and see what 
other people are coping with. You may consider yourself far more fortunate 
than you imagined. 

Jesus' Dad's Name 
A Sunday school teacher asked her class, "What was Jesus' mother's 
name?"

One child answered, "Mary."

The teacher then asked, "Who knows what Jesus' father's name was?"

A little kid said, "Verge."

Confused, the teacher asked, "Where did you get that?"

The kid said, "Well, you know they are always talking about Verge n' 
Mary.'' 

pancakes

A mother was preparing pancakes for her sons, Kevin, 5 and Ryan 3. The 
boys began to argue over who would get the first pancake. Their mother 
saw the opportunity for a moral lesson. "If Jesus were sitting here, He 
would say, 'Let my brother have the first pancake, I can wait.'"

Kevin turned to his younger brother and said, "Ryan, you be Jesus!" 
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Prayer Topics March 2017

1. The Leprosy Mission – Tanzania

Pray for Hombolo Hospital staff and the Community Health Education team 
(staff, volunteers and village chairmen).  Pray especially for the new assistant 
Medical Doctor, that God may give him good heart for his work and strength 
and courage.  Last year the team in Tanzania started home-based self-care 
services for people affected by leprosy.  Pray that these activities will have 
a big impact, making it easier for people to avoid disability, especially those 
elderly or vulnerable people who are less able to travel from home.

2. Mission Aviation Fellowship – Lesotho

Praise God for the Lesotho Flying Pastors, a group of local pastors from five 
different denominations who reach remote mountain villages for Jesus.  On 
every trip they build relationships, minister and show the Jesus film.  Pray 
for the flights, pastors and fledgling churches and rejoice over the lives being 
brought into His Kingdom.  Pray for Lesotho’s people – the stunning mountain 
scenery hides crippling poverty, hunger and epidemic levels of HIV/AIDS.  
Ask God for a Scripture that will encourage people living in the tiny mountain 
kingdom and share it with : victoriafagg@maf-uk.org 

3 Open Doors – Saudi Arabia

Saudi Arabia is defined by Wahhabism, a strict interpretation of Islam.  It is 
forbidden to openly practise other religions and conversion is punishable by 
death.  Despite this, the number of Saudi Muslims coming to faith in Christ 
is increasing, some having discovered Jesus through dreams and visions or 
through Christian T.V. Programmes.  Pray for opportunities for these believers 
to share their faith with their families and for their family members to be open 
to the Gospel.  Pray for protection for secret believers.  Ask God to reveal 
Himself to more people and that they would grow in their faith.

With such a shortage of ministers and so many vacant churches, pray that 
God will make plain how this challenge should be met.  Pray that the good 
news of the Gospel may continue to be proclaimed throughout the land 
and that no-one will be deprived of hearing it or of the opportunity of having 
fellowship with other Christians.  Pray for all vacant charges and their Interim 
Moderators and Locums who so often have this work added to the care of 

their own congregations.  Remember Maybole and Crosshill and ask God for 
extra strength and grace for Pastor Richard and Mr Guthrie in their ministry 
there.  Pray for safety in all their travelling.

4 Pray for the Sunday School, teachers and children.  Pray for parents 
in the congregation that they may realise their responsibility for their children’s 
spiritual welfare and not leave them “till they are old enough to decide for 
themselves”, whether or not they want to know about God and His plan for 
their lives, but bring them to Sunday School now.

Pray for the Brigades, their Leaders and members, that together they may 
learn how to live a life that pleases and honours God and attracts others to 
seek Him too.  As day by day and week by week we read and hear God’s 
Word, let us ask that He will help us to understand it and teach us how to 
walk every closer with Him in the footsteps of His Son, our Saviour and Lord.

Choir

The Choir meets each Thursday at 7.15 pm in the Memorial Chapel.  
Anyone wishing to join us, please come along.  You will be made 
most welcome.

Sunday School

Back in December the kids and the Big Kids had a great afternoon at the 
Gaiety watching Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs.  Many thanks must go 
to those who organised the trip.
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The Temptation of Jesus 
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