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Church Office

Janette Robertson will be in the Office – Tuesday 10.00 am – 12 noon 
& Friday 9.00 am – 1.00 pm.  All items for the Pew Leaflet should be 
given to Janette, or posted through the office door.  Please note that 
articles for inclusion in the Sunday Pew Leaflet must be with Janette 
no later than 11.00 am on the preceding Friday.

Contact details:
Telephone: (01465) 712672  
email: churchoffice12@btconnect.com  
Church Website: www.girvannorthparishchurch.org.uk 

Church Register
Deaths:
“The Lord’s my shepherd I’ll not want”

Margaret (Daisy) McCreath  Ainslie Manor
James (Jim) Crawford   Ainslie Road
Margaret (Rita) Bevan   formerly Ailsa Street East
Mary W (May) Murray   Ainslie Manor

mailto:churchoffice12@btconnect.com


CHURCH OFFICIALS
Minister:
Rev. Richard Moffat   38 The Avenue,  Tel: 713203

SESSION CLERK:
Mr. Ron Gibson  7 Young Street,  Tel: 479206

TREASURER:
Mr Jim Nicol 52 The Avenue, Tel : 714044

CLERK TO THE BOARD:
Mrs. Jennifer Ramsay 30 Golf Course Road, Tel: 712200

ROLL KEEPER:
Mrs. June Allison 48 Glendoune Street, Tel: 712610
 
CHURCH OFFICER:
Mrs. Anne Johnston 9 The Avenue, Tel:713624

ORGANIST:
Mrs. Marie Mortimer Gowlands Cottage Barrhill, Tel: 821294

CHURCH SECRETARY AND MAGAZINE EDITOR:
Mrs Janette Robertson 78 Bourtreehall,  Tel:  715195

HALL CONVENER:
Mrs Anne Johnston 9 The Avenue, Tel: 713624 
(Keys & practical arrangements)
Mrs Janette Robertson 78 Bourtreehall, Tel: 715195 (Bookings)

GIFT AID CONVENER:
Joyce Mills 21 North Park Avenue, Tel: 712050

SAFEGUARDING CO-ORDINATOR:
Mrs Margaret Nicol, 52 The Avenue, Tel: 714044

MAGAZINE CONVENERS:
Mrs Barbara Warren 35 Sycamore Drive,  Tel : 714960
Mrs Irene Tyson 3 Kirkpatrick Street,  Tel : 713590
F.W.O. CONVENER:
Mrs. Agnes Gibson 7 Young Street,  Tel: 479206
CHURCH  Tel.  712672

Blythswood Care

We have resumed our collection for Blythswood, so please bring any 
of the following donations, and they will be taken up to their shop in 

Prestwick. 

Please mark your boxes/bags with the following appropriate label(s):

BRB = Bric-a-Brac  C = Clothes   D = Dishes   F = Food
  G = Glass items  M = Medical  T = Toys    = Books

Stamps

Please bring along used stamps and place them in the box in the vestibule 
at the church building.

They are sent to World Mission at ‘121’ who benefit in the region of £2,000 
+ per annum.

Please leave about one quarter of an inch around the stamp when you cut 
it off the envelope.

Computer Inkjet Cartridges

Used computer inkjet cartridges continue to be handed in in good numbers 
in response to the Kirk Session’s decision to collect used computer inkjet 
cartridges and send them off to either The Leprosy Mission (Scotland) or to 
CHAS.  The Leprosy Mission (Scotland) can take only three particular makes 
but other makes can be sent via the Rotary Club of Girvan to CHAS.

The church will send off the ones to TLM (Scotland) while the rest will be 
taken to Rotary for them to send to CHAS.

A box will be found each Sunday in the vestibule of the church building into 
which you may place your used cartridges.  Please keep them coming!



Happy New Year to One and All,

As we have now entered the New Year did you do anything special 
to prepare for it? Some people like to make resolutions, others like 
to look back and determine what it is that they should change, par-
ticularly with things they regretted doing or not doing. So let me ask 
you a question, “Do you have any regrets?” 

A group of students from Strayer University in New York, set up a 
chalkboard on the sidewalk near Lieutenant Petrosino Square in 
New York City for one day. At the top of the board was written, “Write 
your biggest regret.” They provided a supply of coloured chalk and 
set up a video camera to record people writing on the board.

The chalkboard attracted many people walking by and was soon 
filled to overflowing with written regrets that were poignant and 
thought-provoking.

    Burning bridges;     Never speaking up;     Not being a good hus-
band;     
    Should have spent more time with family;     Not making the most 
of every day
    Staying in my comfort zone;     Not saying “I love you”; 
    Never applying to med school;     Not being a better friend

After the board was filled up, they noticed that almost all of these 
regrets had one thing in common. Nearly all of them involved the 
word “not.” They were about chances not taken. They were about 
words not spoken. They were about dreams never pursued. Then 
the students gave same people an eraser and wrote “Clean Slate” at 
the top of the chalkboard. As one young lady erased her regret she 
had tears in her eyes as she said, “I feel hopeful. It means that there 
are possibilities.”

As we enter into the New Year we have a clean slate, not be-
cause it is a New Year but because when we trust in Christ we have 

a new life. In 2 Corinthians 5:17-21 Paul says: 

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The 
old has passed away; behold, the new has come. All this is from 
God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the 
world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and en-
trusting to us the message of reconciliation. Therefore, we are am-
bassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore 
you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made 
him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God.” 

 Jesus Christ came to this earth to die on the cross and rec-
oncile us to God, and Paul makes it clear that in and through Christ 
we have a clean slate because He has washed away all of our sins 
and regrets. However, not everybody is able to live each day as a 
“new creation.” The truth is that many people whom we meet carry 
a weight of regrets around, regrets which are normally hidden be-
low the surface of their lives, and to free them from that burden they 
need to hear the good news of the gospel. According to Paul it is our 
responsibility to share the “good news” because, in verse 20 above, 
Paul tells us that we are “ambassadors for Christ,” and an ambassa-
dor is, according to the Baker Encyclopedia of the Bible, a “Messen-
ger or envoy officially representing a higher authority.”  The higher 
authority is none other than Jesus Christ and the message is that in 
Him we have forgiveness of sin and freedom. May God fill you and 
me with the Holy Spirit to be His “ambassadors” in the New Year.

May you have a truly blessed and God-directed New Year, 

Pastor Richard & Margie



Church Calendar

Sunday` 15th January Morning Worship Mrs Elizabeth Riome

Sunday 22nd January Morning Worship Rev. Richard Moffat

Sunday 29th January Morning Worship Rev. Richard Moffat

Sunday 5th February Morning Worship Rev. Richard Moffat

[All services begin at 11.00 am unless indicated]

Tuesday 17th January Congregational 
Board followed
By Kirk Session

7.00 pm

Flower Calendar 2017

The Flower Calendar for 2017 will be in the Church Vestibule in early December for 
those who wish to put their names against specific dates.  The flowers in Church 
are very much appreciated by the Congregation and by those members who receive 
them after the Service.  Sincere thanks are also due to all the ladies who arrange the 
flowers and to the ladies and gentlemen who deliver them.  Thank you all.

    Agnes Gibson

Choir
The Choir meets each Thursday at 7.15 pm in the Memorial Chapel.  
Anyone wishing to join us, please come along.  You will be made 
most welcome.

Crèche Rota

15 January Lorraine Reid, Leslie Forbes

22 January Margaret Nicol, Rhone MacKinnon

29 January Lauren Borland, Diane Irvine

5 February Yuna McLeod, Michelle Scobie

12 February Wilma Armstrong, Fiona McCutcheon

 
If anyone is interested in helping out on a Sunday morning, Diane, would be 
delighted to hear from you – contact details are given below.

We are grateful to those members of our fellowship who voluntarily give of 
their time to staff our Crèche on Sunday mornings.  Please remember that if 
you cannot do your duty one Sunday it is vital that you arrange a replacement 
with somebody else who is already on the Crèche rota.

We wish to take this opportunity to remind members that the Crèche is 
available every Sunday for children under 3 years of age.

Diane Irvine is the Crèche co-coordinator, her contact details are:
 

5 Trowier Road, Girvan. Tel: 710524.  Wells1969@hotmail.co.uk 

mailto:Wells1969@hotmail.co.uk


Jars of Grace

This year it has been agreed that the proceeds from the Jars of Grace 
will be donated to Girvan Youth Trust.  The counting of the coins will 
take place on Sunday 22nd January, after morning worship.  Please 
return your jar by that date.`

Malawi

 Seasons Greetings:  

The following email has been received from Emmanuel Masamba, Session 
Clerk on Likoma:

Greetings 

I sincerely thank you for your Christmas best wishes message.  May the Lord 
continue to bless you all and keep you in good health.  We hope the food 
situation will improve in coming year as the rains have started in some parts 
of the country.  Recently government distributed some food relief items to 
the most affected districts including Likoma.  Two children died after eating 
wild yams in a certain district of Malawi due to hunger. Thank you for your 
prayers that the food situation should change for the better.  A prosperous 
New year to all at Girvan Church.

Love from Emmanuel. 

South Carrick Churches Together

There will be a service held in the North Parish Church on Sunday 22nd. Jan. at 
7pm for The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. An invitation will go out to all the 
local churches to take part. Please come along too. There will be tea and coffee 
served afterwards and the opportunity to spend time with friends. A collection will 
be taken at the end.  At present the SCCT bank account has £400 available to aid 
charity work. There will be a form available for you to state which charity you would 
prefer to receive this money. The committee felt the decision should come from the 
congregations.

Malawi –Soup and Sweet Lunch

On Sunday 26th February we will be holding a Soup & Sweet Lunch in the hall after 
our Service of Holy Communion in aid of our fundraising for Malawi.  Further details 
will be included in the pew leaflets and if you are unable to join us for lunch, there 
will be an opportunity for you to contribute by way of a retiring collection.

Wednesday Break Service

A new year – a new beginning.  Why not drop in to our Wednesday morning service 
in the small hall at 10.30 am.

It’s a friendly group – we sit around tables rather than the formality of straight rows.  
The service lasts around half an hour followed by tea/coffee and a chance to have 
a chat with your fellow Christians.

Richard, Eric, Stuart and Anne take it in turns to lead worship – Kathleen picks our 
praises relating to the day’s lesson.

We are working our way through the parables in St. Luke and we have reached 
Chapter 15, that great passage on lost and found.

If you have missed a Sunday Service this is the perfect place to be mid-week.  We 
would be delighted to see you.



DOMINATED MEN

God looks over the millions of people and says 'Welcome to Heaven. I 
want the women to go with Saint Peter, and the men to form two lines. 
Make one line of the men that dominated their women on earth, and the 
other of men who were dominated by their women.'

There's much movement, but eventually the women are gone and there 
are two lines. The line of the men that were dominated is 100 miles long. 
The line of men that dominated women has only one man. 

God gets angry and says, 'You men should be ashamed of yourselves. I 
created you in my image and you were all dominated by your mates. Look 
at the only one of my sons that stood up and made me proud. Learn from 
him!' 

He turns to the man and says, 'Tell them, my son. How did you manage to 
be the only one on that line?' The man says, 'I don't know, my wife told me 
to stand here.' 

RESULTS

A minister dies and is waiting in line at the Pearly Gates.Ahead of him is a 
guy who's dressed in sunglasses, a loud shirt, leather jacket, and jeans.

Saint Peter addresses this guy, 'Who are you, so that I may know whether 
or not to admit you to the Kingdom of Heaven?'

The guy replies, 'I'm Joe Cohen, taxi driver, of Noo Yawk City.'

St. Peter consults his list. He smiles and says to the taxi driver, 'Take this 
silken robe and golden staff and enter the Kingdom of Heaven.'

The taxi driver goes into Heaven with his robe and staff, and it's the min-
ister's turn. He stands erect and booms out, 'I am Joseph Snow, pastor of 
Calvary Church for the last forty-three years.'

St Peter consults his list.

He says to the minister, 'Take this cotton robe and wooden staff and enter 
the Kingdom of Heaven.'

'Just a minute,' says the minister. 'That man was a taxi driver, and he gets 
a silken robe and golden staff. How can this be?'

'Up here, we work by results,' says Saint Peter. 'While you preached, peo-
ple slept, while he drove, people prayed.'

THE THINNER

There was a Scottish tradesman, a painter called Jack, who was very 
interested in making a pound where he could. So he often would thin down 
his paint to make it go a wee bit further. As it happened, he got away with 
this for some time.

Eventually the Presbyterian Church decided to do a big restoration job on 
one of their biggest churches. Jack put in a painting bid and because his 
price was so competitive, he got the job. And so he set to, with a right good 
will, erecting the trestles and putting up the planks, and buying the paint 
and...yes, I am sorry to say, thinning it down with the turpentine.

Well,Jack was up on the scaffolding, painting away, the job nearly done, 
when suddenly there was a horrendous clap of thunder. The sky opened 
and the rain poured down, washing the thin paint from all over the church 
and knocking Jack fair off the scaffold to land on the lawn.

Now, Jack was no fool. He knew this was a judgement from the Almighty, 
so he fell on his knees and cried, 'Oh, God! Forgive me! What should I 
do?' And from the thunder, a mighty Voice spoke, 'Repaint you thinner, And 
go and thin no more!' 

Pastor's Business Card

A new pastor was visiting in the homes of his parishioners. At one house 
it seemed obvious that someone was at home, but no answer came to his 
repeated knocks at the door. Therefore, he took out a business card that 
he had printed  "Revelation 3:20" on the back of it for just such an occa-
sion,  and stuck it in the door. When the offering was processed the follow-
ing Sunday, he found that his card had been returned. 

Added to it was this cryptic message, "Genesis 3:10." Reaching for his 
Bible to check out the citation, he broke up in gales of laughter. Revelation 
3:20 begins "Behold, I stand at the door and knock."   Genesis 3:10 reads, 
"I heard your voice in the garden and I was afraid for I was naked."



Prayer Topics January 2017

1. The Leprosy Mission – India

In India, every year more than 125,000 people are newly diagnosed with 
leprosay.  Praise God, and thank Him for helping TLM to work with people 
affected by leprosy across nine states.  Pray for God’s grace to continue the 
work more effectively.

2. Mission Aviation Fellowship – Timor-Leste

Praise God for MAF medevacs in one 2-week period, we made 13 emergency 
flights so that people could receive treatment.  Pray that the hundreds of 
medical emergency airlifts we carry out each year will end happily and our 
pilots’ witness will help every patient to know the “God of all comfort.” (2 
Corinthians 1: 3).

3 Open Doors – Libya

A Libyan man who converted to Christianity has been arrested in Benghazi.  
According to Libyan news website Libya Herald he has been accused of 
“proselytising on social media and denigrating Islam”.  Ask the Lord to give 
him courage not to deny his faith and pray for his release.

Human traffickers often use Libya as their main starting point to send people 
to Europe.  Many have died trying to cross the Mediterranean in unseaworthy 
boats.  Ask God to give wisdom to governments trying to crack down on this 
illegal trade and pray that the hearts of the traffickers would turn away from 
evil and towards Christ.

4 As much of the world rushes on heedless of the outcome of ignoring 
our Creator God, pray that in His love and mercy He will bring to 
a sudden halt our madness and evil before His time runs out and 
judgement falls upon us.  Pray for all countries where persecution is 
the result of living for God.  Ask for protection and courage for all who 
daily risk their lives for following Christ.

In our own country, pray for the leaders in government that they would seek 
God’s wisdom in the making of just laws and in setting an example 
nationwide of truth, honesty, caring and integrity.

In the Church, pray that more and more we will come to believe the truth 
of the words of Christ in John 15: 5(b) … “apart from Me you can 
do nothing”, and instead of depending on our own efforts at living a 
Christian life, ask for the Holy Spirit to guide, control and empower us.

Pray that Richard and Margie will return to us in good health, rested, 
refreshed and renewed, ready for all that this New Year will hold.  Pray 
for Margie and the members of the Ladies’ Fellowship Group as we 
meet together to study God’s Word.

Pray that the year 2017 will be a year of growth and renewal for the whole 
church that our lives will reflect the beauty of our Lord and glorify Him 
and result in the salvation of many precious souls.

Women’s Study Group

Our study will be “Toward More Glorious Praise”.

“Praise: David knew it, Paul encouraged it, and we all need to live it.  
Praise is often understood as acknowledging excellence and extolling 
virtue. But true praise is so much more. More than an action or attitude; 
true praise is a lifestyle.  David was a man after God’s own heart, and 
David’s heart was filled with overflowing praise.  Paul understood that 
a praise-filled heart was a heart open and responsive to God.  We 
learn from both that circumstance should not determine our praise, 
but praise will determine our circumstance.”

Our meetings will be held weekly, on Tuesdays, beginning January 
31st when we will look at the introduction to our new study.  Again, 
we will have a morning group (10.00 - Noon) and an evening group 
(7.00-9.00p.m.) New members are always welcome so please consid-
er coming to join our fellowship. No previous bible study experience 
necessary!!!!! 
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