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Church Office

Janette Robertson will be in the Office – Tuesday 10.00 am – 12 noon 
& Friday 9.00 am – 1.00 pm.  All items for the Pew Leaflet should be 
given to Janette, or posted through the office door.  Please note that 
articles for inclusion in the Sunday Pew Leaflet must be with Janette 
no later than 11.00 am on the preceding Friday.

Contact details:
Telephone: (01465) 712672  
email: churchoffice12@btconnect.com  
Church Website: www.girvannorthparishchurch.org.uk 

Church Register
Deaths:

“The Lord’s my shepherd I’ll not want”

Archie Wallace  McCulloch Road

mailto:churchoffice12@btconnect.com
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Blythswood Care
We have resumed our collection for Blythswood, so please bring any 
of the following donations, and they will be taken up to their shop in 

Prestwick. 

Please mark your boxes/bags with the following appropriate label(s):

BRB = Bric-a-Brac  C = Clothes   D = Dishes   F = Food
  G = Glass items  M = Medical  T = Toys    = Books

Computer Inkjet Cartridges

Used computer inkjet cartridges continue to be handed in in good 
numbers in response to the Kirk Session’s decision to collect used 
computer inkjet cartridges and send them off to either The Leprosy 
Mission (Scotland) or to CHAS.  The Leprosy Mission (Scotland) can 
take only three particular makes but other makes can be sent via the 
Rotary Club of Girvan to CHAS.

Jim Crawford is continuing to sort out the collected cartridges into two 
appropriate piles.  The church will send off the ones to TLM (Scotland) 
while the rest will be taken to Rotary for them to send to CHAS.

A box will be found each Sunday in the vestibule of the church building 
into which you may place your used cartridges.  Please keep them 
coming!

Stamps

Please bring along used stamps and place them in the box in the 
vestibule at the church building.

They are sent to World Mission at ‘121’ who benefit in the region of 
£2,000 + per annum.

Please leave about one quarter of an inch around the stamp when you 
cut it off the envelope.



Blythswood Shoe Box Appeal

The Blythswood Shoe Box Appeal is now underway and empty shoe 
boxes are available in the Bell Tower at the Church.  Here are a few 
comments received in previous years:
Amanda was so pleased to receive a warm hat for her youngest child.  
But who sent it to her?  That’s what the mother of three – still a teen-
ager herself – couldn’t understand.  ‘She asked us several times who 
sent the gifts and we tried to explain to her about the shoeboxes and 
how they come.’

Fatmir is 17.  Those who knew him reckon he has learning disabilities.  
‘When we stopped to give him a shoebox, he was searching through 
rubbish bins to see if he could find something for himself.  He opened 
it and was so happy to find a warm hat, gloves and shampoo.  He 
thought the deodorant was perfume and we had to explain what it was.
Emil has no job and therefore no income.  While some of his neigh-
bours raid the rubbish bins to feed their pigs, he does so in order to 
feed himself.  For a man in his situation the simple gifts are luxuries – a 
pair of socks, a bar of soap, a packet of razors.

Last year Blythswood Shoe Box Appeal resulted in 116,576 gift filled 
boxes going to adults and children in 8 European countries and Paki-
stan.  This year the target is 15000.
The closing date for the receipt of filled boxes is Sunday 13th No-
vember.

Each year, Blythswood includes in the boxes:

 a bible story book for children
 a booklet for teenagers
 or a scripture calendar for adults.

2016 marks Blythswood’s 50th anniversary and a copy of John’s Gos-
pel and to celebrate the occasion will be added in each box going to 
Eastern Europe.

The Bible Lives
Generation follows generation– yet it lives.

Nations rise and fall– yet it lives.
Kings, dictators, rulers come and go– yet it lives.

Torn, condemned, burned– yet it lives.
Hated, despised, cursed– yet it lives.

Doubted, suspected, criticized– yet it lives.
Damned by atheists– yet it lives.

Scoffed at by scorners– yet it lives.
Exaggerated by fanatics– yet it lives.

Misconstrued and misstated– yet it lives.
Ranted and raved about– yet it lives.

Its inspiration denied– yet it lives.
Yet it lives– as a lamp to our feet.
Yet it lives– as a light to our paths.
Yet it lives– as the gate to Heaven.

Yet it lives– as a standard for childhood.
Yet it lives– as a guide for youth.

Yet it lives– as an inspiration for the matured.
Yet it lives– as a comfort for the aged.

Yet it lives– as food for the hungry.
Yet it lives– as water for the thirsty.
Yet it lives– as rest for the weary.

Yet it lives– as light for the heathen.
Yet it lives– as salvation for the sinner.
Yet it lives– as grace for the believer.

To know it is to love it.
To love it is to accept it

To accept it means life eternal.



their bright lights flashing into the night.  So, if you were concerned 
about your child going out on Halloween night, think of the parents in 
Churchill! 

Jesus in Matthew 23 was not thinking about Halloween. He was 
thinking about the costumes and masks that people put on in every-
day life, especially the Pharisees. “Then Jesus said to the crowds 
and to his disciples: “The teachers of the law and the Pharisees 
sit in Moses’ seat. So you must be careful to do everything they 
tell you. But do not do what they do, for they do not practice 
what they preach. They tie up heavy, cumbersome loads and 
put them on other people’s shoulders, but they themselves are 
not willing to lift a finger to move them.”

In other words, Jesus is saying of the teachers of the law and the 
Pharisees, “They do not practice what they preach.” Have you ever 
run into someone like that, who does not practice what they preach?

The truth of the matter is that all of us wear masks from time to time 
and, on occasion, play the hypocrite. Certainly I am conscious of 
that. Particularly when I talk about taking up the cross and following 
Christ. At times like that, I am confronted with whether I am genu-
inely giving my all to serve the Lord. And, if we are honest, we are 
all like that. Those who criticize the church are right, it is full of hyp-
ocrites. In fact, the more conscious we are of Christ’s call, the more 
we are aware of how inadequate our own witness is. The closer we 
are to Jesus, the more we measure our life by his life and the more 
aware we are of our shortcomings. 

Yet, we need to be careful that we don’t judge other people by the 
masks they wear. The woman with the stringy, unwashed hair who 
sat near [us] in church last week. Might there be a sweet-natured 
child with little self-esteem behind her unkempt disguise? The opin-
ionated man who seems so cocky. Is it possible there’s a little boy 
behind his blustery camouflage, hoping his fear won’t show? The 
pushy woman crowding in front of [us] at the post office. I wonder if 
the little girl in her has felt ignored too long. And as one commen-

Dear Friends,

By the time you read this Halloween will be past, and I wonder what 
you did that night. Did you “dress up?” Did you open the door to 
“guisers?”  Or did you appear not to be home? No matter, what you 
did, there are many in today’s culture who have no idea that Hal-
loween is actually an occasion with rich religious origins. The “Hal-
low” in Halloween comes from the same root as “Hallowed be Thy 
Name.” Halloween is the day before the traditional Christian celebra-
tion known as All Saints’ Day & it was intended to be a “hallow(ed) 
e’en.”  It is a tradition which, as we know, comes from Celtic beliefs. 
They believed that the souls of the departed roamed the earth one 
night in the autumn and since it was a time of harvest, the people 
would huddle together in front of fires, eating, and telling stories. And 
thus Halloween evolved into a celebration of witches and goblins 
and fiends, far removed from All Saints’ Day.

I trust that those who have young children were careful if they went 
trick or treating. Although, trick or treating here in Girvan is nothing 
like trick or treating in Churchill, Manitoba.  If you don’t know, Chur-
chill is a small town on the shore of Hudson Bay in Manitoba, Cana-
da,  and is known as the “Polar Bear Capital of the World;” and that 
is why children trick or treating in Churchill have to be really careful! 
The rules for trick or treating in Churchill are quite strict; no polar 
bear costumes and no white costumes at all including ghost, nurse 
and bride costumes. And definitely no seal costumes! The reason? 
Polar bears may show up at any time.

To protect children going door to door on Halloween night, con-
servation officers and game wardens are out on patrol in Churchill 
armed with dart guns to tranquilize any bears wandering into town. 
A helicopter does surveillance over the area. Local volunteers with 
two‑way radios patrol in cars. Police constables carry shotguns to 
frighten away furry white marauders. And while noise may help, 
authorities agree that the most effective deterrent against prowling 
bears is light. Each year more than a dozen fire trucks, ambulances 
and police cruisers are positioned around the perimeter of Churchill, 



Church Calendar
Sunday 6th November Morning Worship Rev. Richard Moffat

Sunday 13th November Remembrance Sunday Rev. Richard Moffat

Sunday 20th November Morning Worship Rev. Richard Moffat

Sunday 27th November Morning Worship Rev. Richard Moffat

Sunday 4th December Morning Worship Rev. Richard Moffat

[All services begin at 11.00 am unless indicated]

Thursday 17th November Kirk Session/
CongregationalBoard 
Meetings

7.00 pm

2017 Free Will Offering Envelopes
These will be ready to be taken round the districts by the elders during the month 
of December to those members who have requested to make their offering to the 
church by this method.

If there is any member who would like to receive a set of envelopes, please contact 
your elder or Agnes Gibson (479206), FWO Convenor.

This is one of the easiest ways for members to meet their financial obligation to our 
church.

tator said: “Young people often try on many masks as they seek to 
determine an authentic identity. Goth dress, piercings, tattoos all of 
these are masks. Of course, so is the double-breasted suit, and the 
Coach handbag. Be careful of judging people on their outward ap-
pearance. We all wear masks of one kind of another.” 

As you ponder what has been shared, the important aspect to be 
grasped is that regardless of the mask we wear, we cannot fool God. 
The God who made us knows us as we really are. The God we wor-
ship sees our hearts and knows our real priorities. The truth is that 
if we have given our lives to Christ, we have a responsibility, with 
God’s help, to make our deeds match our words. We are not only to 
talk the talk, we are to walk the walk. Other people will only know we 
are truly disciples of Jesus Christ by our love, and through our ser-
vice to them. 

When Jesus finished dealing with the way the Pharisees behaved, 
He said, “The greatest among you will be your servant. For 
those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who 
humble themselves will be exalted.” Matthew 23:12. In saying 
what He did, Jesus was showing us what truly matters. The truth is 
that loving service to others is not something that can be faked. If 
you’re wearing a mask and burdened by that, then take it off and ask 
Christ to help you live in such a way that people are left in no doubt 
as to whom you serve.
  
Have a wonderful and blessed month.
Pastor Richard 

Choir

The Choir practices re-commenced on Thursday 1st September at 
7.15 pm in the Memorial Chapel.  Anyone wishing to join us, please 
come along.  You will be made most welcome.



Crèche Rota
6th November Lauren Gibson, Diane Irvine

13th November Yuna McLeod, Michelle Scobie

20th November Wilma Armstrong, Fiona McCutcheon

27th November Arlene McGarragle, Susan Brown

4th December Lorraine Reid, Leslie Forbes

11th December Margaret Nicol, Rhona MacKinnon

 
If anyone is interested in helping out on a Sunday morning, Diane, 
would be delighted to hear from you – contact details are given below.

We are grateful to those members of our fellowship who voluntarily give 
of their time to staff our Crèche on Sunday mornings.  Please remember 
that if you cannot do your duty one Sunday it is vital that you arrange 
a replacement with somebody else who is already on the Crèche rota.

We wish to take this opportunity to remind members that the Crèche 
is available every Sunday for children under 3 years of age.

Diane Irvine is the Crèche co-coordinator, her contact details are:
 

5 Trowier Road, Girvan Tel: 710524 Wells1969@hotmail.co.uk 

Christmas Fayre

The Christmas Fayre will be held on Saturday 19th November 2.00 – 
4.00 pm in the church halls.  Tea tickets cost £2.00.

The hall will be open from 10.30 am on the morning of the Fayre to 
receive donations for the various stalls.

Stalls include:

Home Baking, Handicrafts, Christmas Gift Items, Jewellery, Sweets, 
Cards, New un-word Goods, Bric-A-Brac and Books.

If anyone required goods to be uplifted please contact Irene Tyson 
(713590) or Agnes Gibson (479206).

Baby & Toddler Group
Our new group began on Tuesday 18th October.  It has been a great success with 
10 – 14 children each day, aged from 3 months to 2 ½ years.  We meet from 9.30 – 
11.00 in the small hall.  We have room for more, so if you know anyone who would 
like to come, they will be more than welcome.

    Mandy McGlaughlan

mailto:Wells1969@hotmail.co.uk


Bynehill Climb
Our Bynehill Climb was a great success.  Twelve happy people set 
off in brilliant sunshine – a few wee rests on the way to the top, but 
we did it, and the views all around made it all worthwhile.  Everyone 
enjoyed their day, and most of us are keen to climb again in the near 
future.  My thanks to Craig Murphy, who kept us on the right path!

   Violet Connor

HARVEST THANKSGIVING
Harvest Thanksgiving was celebrated in the Church on Sunday 25th 
September 2016. Here are one or two pictures of the beautiful array 
of harvest gifts.

A HUGE THANK YOU TO ONE AND ALL!

Ron Gibson – Session Clerk



Prayer Topics November 2016
1. The Leprosy Mission – Thailand

Many elderly folk disabled by leprosy are among the increasing numbers of lonely 
elderly living apart from family and appropriate assistance.  Pray for McKean 
Rehabilitation Centre in Chiang Mai, a hospital under the national Thai church, 
which is developing multi-tiered aged-care services and encouraging involvement 
of churches.  Most patients coming to McKean have not encountered the Christian 
message.  Pray that they will experience God’s love and grace in word and deed, 
and find new faith and hope.

2. Mission Aviation Fellowship – Chad

The Sahel, a semi-arid region crossing central Chad, has been experiencing drought 
since 2011.  Remember the 2.4 million people in need of good, asking God for his 
generous provision.  MAF partner, Pioneers, assists the Tama people who don’t have 
access to clean water or toilets.  Through Pioneers’ water and sanitation projects, 
a way is opened for staff to use biblical stories to share the Gospel.  Pray that their 
message of love will take root and the Tama will taste the living water that wells up 
to eternal life (John 4: 11 – 14).

3 Open Doors – Iraq

In the 1990s, Iraq was home to 1.2 million Christians.  Now just 250,000 remain.  
Many have fled to Kurdistan to escape the Islamic State insurgency.  Pray for Open 
Doors partners supporting over 15,000 displaced families with relief aid through local 
churches.  Pray for Christians living near the frontline of I.S. territory, for whom war 
is a daily reality.  Recent fighting has been fierce and one Christian town that had 
been liberated was briefly retaken by I.S.  Pray that God’s people will not give in to 
fear but will be confident in the knowledge that God is with them.  Pray for Christians 
still living under I.S. rule.  Open Doors hears more and more reports of those who 
can’t leave because they are elderly or sick.  Ask the Lord to be their defender and 
pray that their faith stays strong.

4  Bring before the Lord the plight of the people of Aleppo and Mosul and all refugees.  
Ask God for His help for all suffering because of their faith in Christ and that they 
will be very aware of His presence with them and know His strength and upholding.  
Thank God for our own freedom to worship as and when we desire.

Pray that God will call someone to serve His people in Maybole and Crosshill and 
that he or she may respond positively to that call, so that the congregations will be 
able to move forward in the work which God has planned for them to do.

As winter draws on, pray for all who travel on our roads.  Remember our organist 
Marie as she comes to us each week.  Give thanks for her and ask for her protection.  
Pray, too, for Pastor Richard’s safety as he travels to hospitals to visit the sick, to 
Presbytery and committees, to funerals, etc.  Ask the Lord’s healing for Margie at 
this time.  Pray that our congregation will grow in the knowledge of God and His 
Word, pray more, love and reach out to others and experience a mighty revival of 
the work of the Holy Spirit in our midst, spreading out to the whole nation – all to the 
honour and glory of God.

Wednesday Break Service

Why not come along to our mid-week service in the hall on a Wednesday at 10.30 
am.  We are currently working our way through the Gospel of St. Luke, picking out 
the parables.  We have reached Chapter 10 which includes the Good Samaritan – 
led by Stuart who has a great love of the Scottish tongue and he read Jamie Stuart’s 
version which meant we have to listen very carefully.

Why did Jesus teach in parables and what can be learn from them?  As pieces of 
literature they have been retold for 2,000 years, standing the test of time and teaching 
every generation since.

Richard, Eric, Stuart and Anne take turns at leading worship – Kathleen picks our 
songs of praise.

It’s less formal than a Sunday – you don’t need to dress up – a willing heart to learn 
more is all you have to bring.  We finish with tea/coffee and chit-chat.  We look for-
ward to seeing you.
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