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Church Office

Janette Robertson will be in the Office – Tuesday 10.00 am – 12 noon 
& Friday 9.00 am – 1.00 pm.  All items for the Pew Leaflet should be 
given to Janette, or posted through the office door.  Please note that 
articles for inclusion in the Sunday Pew Leaflet must be with Janette 
no later than 11.00 am on the preceding Friday.

Contact details:
Telephone: (01465) 712672  
Email: churchoffice12@btconnect.com   
Church Website: www.girvannorthparishchurch.org.uk  

Church Register
Baptism
Jesus said “Let the children come to me and do not hinder them”

Olivia Hazel Scobie, 
 infant daughter of Gregor Scobie and Nichola Gillilan

Deaths:
“The Lord’s my shepherd I’ll not want”

Margaret MacLucas  Ailsa Street East

mailto:churchoffice12@btconnect.com
http://www.girvannorthparishchurch.org.uk


CHURCH OFFICIALS
Minister:
Rev. Richard Moffat   38 The Avenue,  Tel: 713203

SESSION CLERK:
Mr. Ron Gibson  7 Young Street,  Tel: 479206

TREASURER:
Mr Jim Nicol 52 The Avenue, Tel : 714044

CLERK TO THE BOARD:
Mrs. Jennifer Ramsay 30 Golf Course Road, Tel: 712200

ROLL KEEPER:
Mrs. June Allison 48 Glendoune Street, Tel: 712610
 
CHURCH OFFICER:
Mrs. Anne Johnston 9 The Avenue, Tel:713624

ORGANIST:
Mrs. Marie Mortimer Gowlands Cottage Barrhill, Tel: 821294

CHURCH SECRETARY AND MAGAZINE EDITOR:
Mrs Janette Robertson 78 Bourtreehall,  Tel:  715195

HALL CONVENER:
Mrs Anne Johnston 9 The Avenue, Tel: 713624 
(Keys & practical arrangements)
Mrs Janette Robertson 78 Bourtreehall, Tel: 715195 (Bookings)

GIFT AID CONVENER:
Joyce Mills 21 North Park Avenue, Tel: 712050

SAFEGUARDING CO-ORDINATOR:
Mrs Margaret Nicol, 52 The Avenue, Tel: 714044

MAGAZINE CONVENERS:
Mrs Barbara Warren 35 Sycamore Drive,  Tel : 714960
Mrs Irene Tyson 3 Kirkpatrick Street,  Tel : 713590
F.W.O. CONVENER:
Mrs. Agnes Gibson 7 Young Street,  Tel: 479206
CHURCH  Tel.  712672

Blythswood Care

We have resumed our collection for Blythswood, so please bring any of the following 
donations, and they will be taken up to their shop in Prestwick. 

 Please mark your boxes/bags with the following appropriate label(s):

 BRB = Bric-a-Brac  C = Clothes  D = Dishes  F = Food
                 G = Glass items  M = Medical  T = Toys  B = Books

Computer Inkjet Cartridges

Used computer inkjet cartridges continue to be handed in in good numbers 
in response to the Kirk Session’s decision to collect used computer inkjet 
cartridges and send them off to either The Leprosy Mission (Scotland) or to 
CHAS.  The Leprosy Mission (Scotland) can take only three particular makes 
but other makes can be sent via the Rotary Club of Girvan to CHAS.

Jim Crawford is continuing to sort out the collected cartridges into two 
appropriate piles.  The church will send off the ones to TLM (Scotland) while 
the rest will be taken to Rotary for them to send to CHAS.

A box will be found each Sunday in the vestibule of the church building into 
which you may place your used cartridges.  Please keep them coming!

Stamps

Please bring along used stamps and place them in the box in the vestibule 
at the church building.

They are sent to World Mission at ‘121’ who benefit in the region of £2,000 
+ per annum.

Please leave about one quarter of an inch around the stamp when you cut 
it off the envelope.



Dear Friends,

In the Fall, Autumn here, one of my favorite all time sights, in Can-
ada, was the turning of the maple tree leaves from green to a ma-
jestic red. Of course another favorite sight is a bottle of Maple syrup 
which is on the table when I am having pancake or porridge. Yes, I 
like my porridge sweet.  I simply love the sweetness and there are 
some health benefits like calcium, zinc, potassium, iron and man-
ganese but alas, the sugar content is high, so beware. Maple syrup 
is made from the xylem sap of maple tree.  According to Wikipedia: 
“In cold climates, these trees store starch in their trunks and roots 
before the winter; the starch is then converted to sugar that rises in 
the sap in late winter and early spring. Maple trees can be tapped by 
drilling holes into their trunks and collecting the exuded sap, which 
is processed by heating to evaporate much of the water, leaving the 
concentrated syrup.” In Canada the province of Quebec is by far the 
largest producer, responsible for 75% of the world’s output. The ex-
port of maple syrup in 2014 was C$ 380 million (approximately £226 
million), with Quebec accounting for 85% of this total.

Maple syrup is expensive because it goes through a slow and 
painstaking process to arrive at the final product. The traditional art 
of maple sugaring takes large quantities of an essentially useless 
substance and turns it into something worth stretching your grocery 
budget to buy.
First, the workers use hand drills to make small holes in the trunks 
of maple trees. A metal tube called a “spile” is tapped into each hole, 
and a bucket is hung on each spile. The sap that begins to drip into 
the buckets is thin and clear, like water, with only a hint of sweet-
ness. On a good day, 50 trees will yield 30 - 40 gallons of sap. As 
the buckets fill, they are emptied into large kettles that sit over an 
open fire. The sap comes to a slow boil. As it boils, its water content 
is reduced and its sugars are concentrated. Hours later, it has devel-
oped a rich flavor and golden-brown color. Then it must be strained 
several times to remove impurities before being reheated, bottled, 
and graded for quality. The end product of those 30 - 40 gallons of 

sap? One gallon of maple syrup. No wonder it’s so expensive!

As we head into the Autumn season we are reminded of the pro-
vision of God through the harvest, and of our need to thank him 
for the constant blessings we receive at His hand.  However, more 
importantly we are like the raw, unfinished sap and instead of toss-
ing us aside as worthless God determined to transform us into 
something precious, sweet and useful. In Galatians 5:22-23 it says: 
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things 
there is no law.” Paul is reminding us that there is present within 
us, through the gift of the Holy Spirit, His fruit.  And the Holy Spirit’s 
task is to take the sap of our lives and transform it into His fruit. The 
results are that those around us will experience the blessings of a 
wonderful harvest.  Sap represents our heart, our will, our emotions 
and it needs to be subjected to the transforming work and control of 
the Holy Spirit, so that we can reflect the likeness of Jesus. We ac-
complish that by immersing ourselves in the word and by conscious-
ly seeking the Spirit’s help to live each day. There are times when 
we will fail, but the grace of God is in abundant supply. However, we 
need to be encouraged because although the refining process can 
be long, and difficult the harvest brings forth a pure, genuine disci-
ple. A disciple empowered by the Holy Spirit enabled to impact and 
make a difference wherever they find themselves.
  
Have a wonderful and blessed Autumn.
Pastor Richard 



Bynehill Climb

A few people have shown an interest to climb the Bynehill.  We plan 
to climb on Sunday 9th October.  If you wish to join us, please meet at 
Woodland Bay car park at 2.00 pm.

   Violet Connor (712144)

Baby & Toddler Group

We are delighted to say that we will be starting a new Baby & Toddler Group from 
Tuesday 18th October.  We will be meeting every Tuesday morning from 9.30 until 
11.00 in the Lounge.  The group is for all little ones from birth to 3 years.  We will be 
delighted to have you come and join us.

    Mandy McGlaughlan

Christmas Fayre

We will be holding our Annual Christmas Fayre on Saturday 19th No-
vember 2016.  Further details will be given in the Pew Leaflet and the 
November edition of The North Star.

Concert by the Nicol Family:

The Church will be hosting a concert by our very own Nicol Family on 
Friday 7th October 2016 at 7.30 pm.  Tickets are now on sale, priced 
£5.00 and includes refreshments.  Tickets are also available from The 
Sweetie Shop and the CAN office.  All proceeds are in aid of Church 
funds.

Blythswood Shoe Box Appeal

The Blythswood Shoe Box Appeal is now underway and empty shoe boxes are 
available in the Bell Tower at the Church.  Here are a few comments received in 
previous years:

Amanda was so pleased to receive a warm hat for her youngest child.  But who 
sent it to her?  That’s what the mother of three – still a teenager herself – couldn’t 
understand.  ‘She asked us several times who sent the gifts and we tried to explain 
to her about the shoeboxes and how they come.’

Fatmir is 17.  Those who knew him reckon he has learning disabilities.  ‘When we 
stopped to give him a shoebox, he was searching through rubbish bins to see if he 
could find something for himself.  He opened it and was so happy to find a warm 
hat, gloves and shampoo.  He thought the deodorant was perfume and we had to 
explain what it was.

Emil has no job and therefore no income.  While some of his neighbours raid the 
rubbish bins to feed their pigs, he does so in order to feed himself.  For a man in 
his situation the simple gifts are luxuries – a pair of socks, a bar of soap, a packet 
of razors.

Last year Blythswood Shoe Box Appeal resulted in 116,576 gift filled boxes going 
to adults and children in 8 European countries and Pakistan.  This year the target 
is 15000.

Soon Margaret Murdoch will have this year’s leaflets for distribution at the church 
– so start gathering :

 toiletries stationery, hat scarf  
 make-up    underwear razors gloves 

If you feel you are not able to complete a box, hand in any items on a Sunday and 
we will gather the items and fill a box.

Each year, Blythswood includes in the boxes:

 a bible story book for children
 a booklet for teenagers
 or a scripture calendar for adults.

2016 marks Blythswood’s 50th anniversary and a copy of John’s Gospel and to cel-
ebrate the occasion will be added in each box going to Eastern Europe.



Church Calendar
Sunday 2nd October Sacrament of Holy Communion Rev. Richard 

Moffat
Sunday 9th October BB/GB Opening Parade Rev. Richard 

Moffat

Sunday 16th October Morning Worship Rev. Richard 
Moffat

Sunday 23rd October Morning Worship Rev. Richard 
Moffat

Sunday 30th October Morning Worship Rev. Richard 
Moffat

[All services begin at 11.00 am unless indicated]

Monday 17th October Kirk Session Meeting 7.00 pm

Crèche Rota
2nd October Yuna McLeod, Michelle Scobie

9th October Wilma Armstrong, Fiona McCutcheon

16th October Arlene McGarragle, Susan Brown

23rd October Lorraine Reid, Leslie Forbes

30th October Margaret Nicol, Rhona MacKinnon

6th November Lauren Gibson, Diane Irvine

 
If anyone is interested in helping out on a Sunday morning, Diane, 
would be delighted to hear from you – contact details are given below.

We are grateful to those members of our fellowship who voluntarily give 
of their time to staff our Crèche on Sunday mornings.  Please remember 
that if you cannot do your duty one Sunday it is vital that you arrange 
a replacement with somebody else who is already on the Crèche rota.

We wish to take this opportunity to remind members that the Crèche 
is available every Sunday for children under 3 years of age.

Diane Irvine is the Crèche co-coordinator; her contact details are:
 

5 Trowier Road, Girvan Tel: 710524  Wells1969@hotmail.co.uk 

Crossreach Week:

This will take place 10th – 14th October and anyone who wants to make 
a donation to Crossreach, our own Care Charity can do so through 
Jim Crawford (712658).  Please see information sheets on the notice 
board in the Lesser Hall.

Also Jim now has the Crossreach Calendar and Christmas Catalogue.  
As usual, Jim will collate the orders and send them altogether, which 
will save on postage.  The earlier the order is submitted, will help to 
ensure we receive what we want.

Concert by the Nicol Family:

The Church will be hosting a concert by our very own Nicol Family on 
Friday 7th October 2016 at 7.30 pm.  Tickets are now on sale, priced 
£5.00 and includes refreshments.  Tickets are also available from The 
Sweetie Shop and the CAN office.  All proceeds are in aid of Church 
funds.

mailto:Wells1969@hotmail.co.uk


S.C.C.T.

Come to the Annual Pot Luck Supper.  It will be held in the South Parish Church hall 
on Sunday 16th October at 7pm.  Enjoy the company of old friends and new and the 
bounty of good food given.  Everyone welcome.

Sunday School

The new session started back on 4th September.  This month we have 
been learning about how much Jesus loves and cares for all of us.  
We have been hearing about the story of the widow whose only son 
had died.  Jesus took the boy’s hand and told him to sit up, and he 
did!  He was alive!

We have been making musical shakers, hand puppets and posters.

All children of primary school age are very welcome to come along any 
Sunday – it would be great to see you.

Wednesday Break Service

Why not come along to our mid-week service in the hall on a Wednes-
day at 10.30 am.  We are currently working our way through the Gospel 
of St. Luke, picking out the parables beginning at the end of chapter 6.  
So far we have looked at ‘the speck in your brother’s eye, a tree and 
its fruit and the Two Builders.’

Why did Jesus teach in parables and what can be learn from them?  
As pieces of literature they have been retold for 2,000 years, standing 
the test of time and teaching every generation since.

Richard, Eric, Stuart and Anne take turns at leading worship – Kathleen 
picks our songs of praise.

It’s less formal than a Sunday – you don’t need to dress up – a willing 
heart to learn more is all you have to bring.  We finish with tea/coffee 
and chit-chat.  We look forward to seeing you.

Funny
A minister parked his car in a no-parking zone in a large city be-
cause he was short of time and couldn't find a space with a meter.

 Then he put a note under the windshield wiper that read: "I have cir-
cled the block 10 times. If I don't park here, I'll miss my appointment.

 Forgive us our trespasses." 

TWO BEGGARS

Two beggars are sitting on a park bench in Ireland. One is holding a 
cross and the other a Star of David. Both are holding hats to collect 
contributions. People walk by, lift their noses at the man with the 
Star of David and drop money into the hat of the man with the cross. 
Soon, the hat of the man with the cross is filled and the hat of the 
man with the Star of David is empty.

 A priest watches for a while and then approaches the men. He says 
to the man with the Star of David, "Don't you realize that this is a 
Catholic country? You'll never get any contributions holding a Star of 
David."

 The man turns to the one with the cross and says, "Moishe, can you 
imagine, this goy is trying to tell us how to run our business?"



THE VALUE OF OLD AGE

Remember, old folks are worth a fortune

With silver in their hair, gold in their teeth, stones in their kidneys 
and gas in their stomachs

I have become a little older since I last wrote to you and changes 
have come into my life.

I am quite a frivolous old girl now and I am seeing five gentlemen 
each day

As soon as I wake up Will Power helps me out of bed

Then I visit Lou

Next its time for Mr. Quaker to give me my oats.

They leave, and Arthur Ritis shows up and stays with me for the rest 
of the day.

He doesn’t stay in one place, he takes me from joint to joint.

After such a busy day, I am ready for bed with Johnny Walker

What a life! And oh yes, I have started flirting with Al Zymer.

The Vicar came the other day and said "at your age your should be 
thinking of the hereafter"

I told him "I do, no matter where I am, in the lounge or in the bed-
room, in the kitchen or in the cellar, I ask myself - now what am I in 
here after?"

GATES OF HEAVEN
After a long illness, a woman died and arrived at the Gates ofHeav-
en.

While she was waiting for Saint Peter to greet her, she peeked

through the Gates. She saw a beautiful banquet table. Sitting around 
were her parents and all the other people she had loved and who 
had died before her. 

They saw her and began calling greetings to her,"Hello! How are 
you! We've been waiting for you! Good to see you!"

When Saint Peter came by, the woman said to him, "This is such a 
wonderful place! How do I get in?" "You have to spell a word," Saint 
Peter told her.  "Which word?" the woman asked. "Love."

The woman correctly spelled L-O-V-E and Saint Peter welcomed her 
into

Heaven.  About three years later, Saint Peter came to the woman 
and asked her to watch the Gates of Heaven for him that day. While 
the woman was guarding the Gates of Heaven, her husband arrived. 
"I'm surprised to see you," the woman said. "How have you been?"

"Oh, I've been doing pretty well since you died," her husband told 
her.

"I married the beautiful young nurse who took care of you while you 
were ill. And then I won the lottery. I sold the little house you and I 
lived in and bought a big mansion.  And my wife and I travelled all 
around the world. We were on vacation and I went water skiing to-
day. I fell, the ski hit my head, and here I am. How do I get in?"

"You have to spell a word," the woman told him. "Which word?" her 
husband asked.

"Czechoslovakia."



Prayer Topics October 2016

1. The Leprosy Mission – South Sudan

Pray for peace and stability in South Sudan.  The war has created great rifts among 
various communities.  Pray that the Holy Spirit would soften the hearts of leaders 
and people of South Sudan to realise that forgiveness and reconciliation is the way 
forward for peace and stability.  Pray for the people affected by leprosy, living with 
impairment and disability that they may benefit from the new project TLM hopes to 
start with the rehabilitation centre in Juba.

2. Mission Aviation Fellowship – Papua New Guinea

We fly Bible boxes in our planes so that isolated villagers can receive God’s Word.  
As you read your Bible, give thanks for God’s living Word and ask that the Spirit 
will breathe fresh revelation to readers throughout the world.  Belief in Sanguma 
(witchcraft) is prevalent in rural Papua New Guinea, with around 150 women 
suspected of sorcery killed each year.  Pray that they won’t take the law into their 
own hands but know God’s truth, power and peace.  Pray for vulnerable women 
wrongly accused of witchcraft.

3 Open Doors – Yemen

The war between Saudi Arabia and Yemen is enabling extremists from Al Quaeda 
and the so-called Islamic State to move freely through Yemen.  They are extremely 
aggressive towards Christians.  Ask God to touch the hearts of the extremists with 
His love so that they turn from opposing Jesus to following Him.  Around 80% of 
Yemenis are now dependent on humanitarian aid and many are facing starvation.  Aid 
is typically channelled through tribal and family lines, from which Christians are often 
disconnected.  Ask God to provide for the needs of His people and pray that aid will 
reach Christians too.  Pray that the war will open people’s hearts to the Lord Jesus.  
Ask God to give local evangelists, pastors and teachers, boldness and discernment 
to speak the right words, to the right people, so that many will choose to follow Jesus.

4 As we give thanks for a bountiful harvest, remember all those in other lands 
in danger of starvation because of failed crops due to severe droughts or 
floods.  Pray for protection for all aid workers seeking to reach them with 
relief.  Continue to pray for a minister for Maybole and Crosshill.

Give thanks for ministries and organisations devoted to working with children – G.B., 
B.B., Sunday Schools, Youth Clubs, Scripture Union groups and children’s charities, 
asking God for wise leadership encouraging the children to live a godly, upright, 
honest and loving life.  Pray for children in danger and vulnerable, those who are 

abused, neglected, made to feel worthless, unloved, disturbed and confused by 
the break-up of families, those trafficked from other lands and enslaved, and those 
disabled or chronically sick.  Pray for all those who care for them.

Uphold Pastor Richard and Margie in their many duties, asking for God’s strength, 
enabling and encouragement for them.  Pray that God will help us to see what part 
He would have each of us play in the work of the congregation and our community 
and that He would enable us by His Spirit to be faithful in the service of His kingdom.

HARVEST THANKSGIVING

Harvest Thanksgiving was celebrated in the Church on Sunday 25th 
September 2016. The Sanctuary of the Church was decorated with 
flowers and harvest gifts for the occasion and looked really beautiful.  
On behalf of the Kirk Session, I would like to thank all the members 
and friends who contributed flowers, fruit, vegetables and groceries 
for the service and in particular we thank Simpson’s the Bakers for 
donating the beautiful Harvest Loaf.  Our thanks are also due to those 
elders who came back in the afternoon to distribute the harvest gifts to 
the congregation and also to those members & friends who assisted 
with this task.
Last but not least, the thanks of the entire Church must go to all the 
ladies who gave of their time and talents to make all the lovely bas-
kets and posies of flowers and who worked so hard to decorate the 
Church. To all these people and everyone else who helped make it 
such a lovely day – 

A HUGE THANK YOU!

Ron Gibson – Session Clerk

Choir

The Choir practices re-commenced on Thursday 1st September at 
7.15 pm in the Memorial Chapel.  Anyone wishing to join us, please 
come along.  You will be made most welcome.
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