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Church Office

Janette Robertson will be in the Office – Tuesday 10.00 am – 12 noon 
& Friday 9.00 am – 1.00 pm.  All items for the Pew Leaflet should be 
given to Janette, or posted through the office door.  Please note that 
articles for inclusion in the Sunday Pew Leaflet must be with Janette 
no later than 11.00 am on the preceding Friday.

Contact details:
Telephone: (01465) 712672  
email: churchoffice12@btconnect.com  
Church Website: www.girvannorthparishchurch.org.uk 

Church Register
Deaths:

“The Lord’s my shepherd I’ll not want”

Mary C (Maisie) Tennant  Ainslie Road

Marriages:

Love always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.  Love 
never fails.  And now these three remain: faith, hope and love.  But the greatest 
of these is love.

Stephen McNeill and Claire McDines

mailto:churchoffice12@btconnect.com


CHURCH OFFICIALS
Minister:
Rev. Richard Moffat   38 The Avenue,  Tel: 713203

SESSION CLERK:
Mr. Ron Gibson  7 Young Street,  Tel: 479206

TREASURER:
Mr Jim Nicol 52 The Avenue, Tel : 714044

CLERK TO THE BOARD:
Mrs. Jennifer Ramsay 30 Golf Course Road, Tel: 712200

ROLL KEEPER:
Mrs. June Allison 48 Glendoune Street, Tel: 712610
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Mrs. Anne Johnston 9 The Avenue, Tel:713624

ORGANIST:
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CHURCH SECRETARY AND MAGAZINE EDITOR:
Mrs Janette Robertson 78 Bourtreehall,  Tel:  715195

HALL CONVENER:
Mrs Anne Johnston 9 The Avenue, Tel: 713624 
(Keys & practical arrangements)
Mrs Janette Robertson 78 Bourtreehall, Tel: 715195 (Bookings)

GIFT AID CONVENER:
Joyce Mills 21 North Park Avenue, Tel: 712050

SAFEGUARDING CO-ORDINATOR:
Mrs Margaret Nicol, 52 The Avenue, Tel: 714044

MAGAZINE CONVENERS:
Mrs Barbara Warren 35 Sycamore Drive,  Tel : 714960
Mrs Irene Tyson 3 Kirkpatrick Street,  Tel : 713590
F.W.O. CONVENER:
Mrs. Agnes Gibson 7 Young Street,  Tel: 479206
CHURCH  Tel.  712672

Blythswood Care
We have resumed our collection for Blythswood, so please bring any 
of the following donations, and they will be taken up to their shop in 

Prestwick. 

Please mark your boxes/bags with the following appropriate label(s):

BRB = Bric-a-Brac  C = Clothes   D = Dishes   F = Food
  G = Glass items  M = Medical  T = Toys    = Books

Computer Inkjet Cartridges

Used computer inkjet cartridges continue to be handed in in good 
numbers in response to the Kirk Session’s decision to collect used 
computer inkjet cartridges and send them off to either The Leprosy 
Mission (Scotland) or to CHAS.  The Leprosy Mission (Scotland) can 
take only three particular makes but other makes can be sent via the 
Rotary Club of Girvan to CHAS.

Jim Crawford is continuing to sort out the collected cartridges into two 
appropriate piles.  The church will send off the ones to TLM (Scotland) 
while the rest will be taken to Rotary for them to send to CHAS.

A box will be found each Sunday in the vestibule of the church building 
into which you may place your used cartridges.  Please keep them 
coming!

Stamps

Please bring along used stamps and place them in the box in the 
vestibule at the church building.

They are sent to World Mission at ‘121’ who benefit in the region of 
£2,000 + per annum.

Please leave about one quarter of an inch around the stamp when you 
cut it off the envelope.



 Friends and Fellow Sheep,

I came across this question: “How long since you let God love you?” And it start-
ed me thinking, particularly when it was followed up by the author saying: “When 
my kids were young, crib-size and diaper laden, I would come home, shout their 
names, and watch them run to me with extended arms and squealing voices. 
For the next few moments we would speak the language of love. We’d roll on the 
floor, gobble bellies, and tickle tummies and laugh and play. We delighted in each 
other’s presence. They made no requests of me, with the exception of “Let’s play, 
Daddy.” And I made no demands of them, except, “Don’t hit Daddy with the ham-
mer.” My kids let me love them.”

Now here is the really big question, Have you ever thought about whether God 
might want to do the same with you? Perhaps you might be thinking ‘What non-
sense, God wouldn’t say that to me.’ If that’s what you think have you ever con-
sidered the following words taken from Jeremiah 31:3 “I have loved you with 
an everlasting love?” Or what about when he said in Romans 8:39 “Nothing 
… will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ.” 
We often ignore parts of the Old Testament, for various reason, but buried in the 
seldom-quarried mines of the minor prophet’s is a jewel not to be missed.  In 
Zephaniah 3:17 we find: “The LORD your God is with you; the mighty One will 
save you. He will rejoice over you. You will rest in his love; he will sing and 
be joyful about you. “ 

Now read that verse again and be prepared because this is not the usual order of 
proceedings.

“The LORD your God is with you; the mighty One will save you. He 
will rejoice over you. You will rest in his love; he will sing and be 
joyful about you.” (Zeph. 3:17)

Do you see what I mean? It is important as you read this verse to look at the fact 
of who is active, and who is passive. Look very carefully as to who is doing the 
singing, and who is the one resting? Who is the one who is rejoicing over his 
loved one, and who is the one being rejoiced over?

In the normal order of proceedings we have a tendency to think that we are the 
ones doing the singing and God is the one who is the object of our voices. Howev-
er, in this verse the reverse is true. It would seem that this time, and I am certain 
there are also to be others, God wants us just to be still and (what a stunning 
thought!) let him sing over us.
Does the thought of that make you uncomfortable? Perhaps you think that, in no 
way, are you worthy of such affection. As one person said: “Neither was Judas, 
but Jesus washed his feet. Neither was Peter, but Jesus fixed him breakfast. Nei-

ther were the Emmaus-bound disciples, but Jesus took time to sit at their table.”

The Bible tells us in 2 Corinthians 5:21: “For our sake he made him to be sin 
who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of 
God.” In other words Jesus has made us worthy and all he asks us to do is to 
learn to be still long enough to let him love us.

Have a wonderful and blessed month.

Pastor Richard 

Crèche Rota

5th June Lorraine Reid, Leslie Forbes

12th June Margaret Nicol, Rhona MacKinnon

19th June Lauren Gibson, Diane Irvine

26th June Yuna McLeod, Mandy Walker

3rd July Lauren Gibson, Diane Irvine

If anyone is interested in helping out on a Sunday morning, Diane, would be 
delighted to hear from you – contact details are given below.

We are grateful to those members of our fellowship who voluntarily give of 
their time to staff our Crèche on Sunday mornings.  Please remember that if 
you cannot do your duty one Sunday it is vital that you arrange a replacement 
with somebody else who is already on the Crèche rota.

We wish to take this opportunity to remind members that the Crèche is 
available every Sunday for children under 3 years of age.

Diane Irvine is the Crèche co-coordinator, her contact details are:

5 Trowier Road, Girvan Tel: 710524 Wells1969@hotmail.co.uk 

mailto:Wells1969@hotmail.co.uk


Ladies Afternoon Badminton Club

Our Afternoon Club finished on 27th April, with our Annual General 
Meeting.

The winter session was well attended and everyone enjoyed the games 
and friendship.

Many thanks to all our ladies for their continued support in the running 
of the Club.

The new session starts in September and further details will be in the 
September issue of The North Star.

   Nancy Stewart
   Secretary

CHURCH FLOWERS

 Each Sunday, the Congregation enjoys beautiful flower ar-
rangements decorating our Church Sanctuary & Vestibule.  To 
continue providing these floral arrangements as we do at present, 
we urgently need additional help.

You do not need to be a Flower Arranger to do this, just happy to 
work with flowers. Anyone interested in helping should contact 
Agnes Gibson on 479206.

Church Calendar

Sunday 5th June Morning Worship Rev. Richard Moffat

Sunday 12th June Morning Worship Rev. Richard Moffat

Sunday 19th June Morning Worship Rev. Richard Moffat

Sunday 26th June Sacrament of Holy 
Communion

Rev. Richard Moffat

Sunday 3rd July Morning Worship Rev. Richard Moffat

[All services begin at 11.00 am unless indicated]

GIRVAN NORTH PARISH CHURCH
SPRING FAYRE

The amount raised, at present is £1,660.  Thanks go to those who 
gave of their time, everyone who bought tickets, brought in goods for 
sale and contributed in any other way.

Agnes Gibson



News from the Church of Scotland

Take a Pew   
Want to be a part of a conversation about the future of the Church of Scotland then 
take a pew. This summer representatives of Ministries Council are taking two Church 
pews to famous places around Scotland to host vital conversations about the future 
of the Church and the spiritual issues we face today. A Church of Scotland minister 
will invite guests to Take a Pew and share their views.
Each Take a Pew discussion will be filmed and released on the Church website and 
social media channels. We invite you to suggest a place and a topic for discussion.  
For details see www.tomorrowscalling.org/take-a-pew-2016/

Celebration of the Ordination of Women Ordained as Elders
The Church of Scotland celebrated 50 years of women’s ordination Tuesday with a 
gathering that included the first woman Moderator and some of the longest-serving 
women elders from congregations across Scotland. Moderator Rt. Rev. Dr. Russell 
Barr welcomed guests and introduced the host Dr Alison Elliot, who was the first 
woman to be Moderator and one of the few elders to be appointed to the post. He 
also asked the crowd to acknowledge Gladys Ramsay, who was ordained as an el-
der on July 10 1966 at Camperdown Church in Dundee just weeks after the Church 
agreed to admit women to the eldership. Mrs Ramsay, who is currently the session 
clerk in her church, said being an elder means giving others help and support. “Since 
the time I started serving, I’ve always found it a great honour and privilege to meet 
with people sharing their joyous moments and being with them at sadder times, 
through bereavements and illness. I would recommend eldership to all who feel they 
could accept the invitation to serve.” Dr Elliot, now an elder at Greyfriars Kirk, said 
ordaining women as elders was first discussed in 1914, but it had taken 50 years of 
“batting it back forth from committees to the Assembly to Presbyteries and back to the 
Assembly and so on,” before the Church finally agreed to ordain women as elders.

“By the mid-60s they’d got to the stage where 45 Presbyteries agreed that they 
should have women elders and 17 said no, but 45 to 17 that was good enough and 
so they went ahead with that vote and it was two years after that they also said we 
should have women ministers.”

The first seven women were ordained as elders on June 19, 1966 in Culross Ab-
bey. Two years later the Kirk allowed women to be ordained as ministers. Today 
Dr Elliot. 54 percent of elders are women, the exact ratio of women to men in the 
Church according to the 2011 census. “It looks like we’ve made it so that’s a great 
achievement. I think that counts as a success for that particular initiative,” she says. 
“We should remember of course that there are still Presbyteries where there are no 
women elders and there is always the question of how well women are represented 
in the decision making of the Church.

Speakers at the event were: Janette Wilson, who has just retired from her post as 
Solicitor the Church; Pauline Weibye, this week retiring as Secretary to the Council 
of Assembly; Helen Fisher, a former Boys Brigade leader, deaconess, World Mis-
sion worker and elder; and Sarah Davidson, Director General Communities for the 
Scottish Government. Each of the speakers had interesting stories to share. Several 
expressed gratitude to those women who had blazed the path before them.

Christian Aid

Thanks to everyone for all the help received during Christian Aid week.

Thanks for all donations of goods, envelopes and cash.

Together we raised the wonderful sum of £3,282.86.

Anne Fisher  Hannah Laird 

“Chair Quiz”

A quiz, priced £1 is now on sale.  The answers to the clues are all 
things you can sit on!  The proceeds will be used to buy new chairs 
for the church hall.
Copies of the quiz are available from elders and board members or 
from the church office.  If you are able to sell copies, please contact 
Margaret Benson on 713059.   

Thank you.



      

Three boys are in the school playground bragging about their fa-
thers. The first boy says, "My Dad scribbles a few words on 
a piece of paper, he calles it a poem, and they give him £25."

The second boy says, "That's nothing. My Dad scribbles a few words 
on a piece of paper, he calls it a song, and they give him £200."

The third boy says, "I got you both beat. My Dad scrib-
bles a few words on a piece of paper, he calls it a ser-
mon, and it takes eight people to collect all the money!" 

2nd Girvan Girls Brigade Display

On Monday 16th May all sections of the Girls Brigade presented parents and 
invited elders and Rev Moffat with their annual display.

After everyone joined in the opening welcome song the Brigaders presented 
a lovely fun film made around Girvan portraying the Brigade Motto: Seek, 
Serve and follow Christ.

A very energetic Zumba Dance by the Juniors had us all sitting up wanting 
to dance along.  Then the Explorers were “Following their Leader” round the 
cleverly constructed Neverland with its obstacles.

These soon disappeared for the Brigaders to give us a clever dance with 
the girls as baseball players and GIs.  The entertainment part of the evening 
ended with the entire company singing and stepping to a good going energetic 
item with the girls high-fiving everybody!

The awards to each section were presented by Mrs Agnes Gibson and all 
the girls did very well.  They are all a credit to the leaders who give their time 
and enthusiasm to the girls who are a credit to our Church.

The evening finished with Mr Moffat thanking everyone and reminding us all 
to be kind to one another before the benediction 

Who Was It That Said

 “I understand the inventor of the bagpipes was inspired when he saw a 
man carrying an indignant, asthmatic pig under his arm. Unfortunately, the 
manmade sound never equalled the purity of the sound achieved by the 
pig. “

Alfred Hitchcock



SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be celebrated in the Church 
on Sunday 26th June 2016 at 11.00am.
As this will be the last Communion before the end of this session, Rich-
ard and I very much hope that the congregation will come to Church 
that day and give thanks to God for all his grace and mercy during the 
past ten months.

Before Communion Sunday, your elder will be visiting you and in ad-
dition to delivering your communion card or ensuring that you have a 
card, they will be asking you to sign a form giving the church permission 
to hold your personal details in the church records.  The information 
that we hold is: Your name, address and (where permitted by you), 
your telephone number.  This information will be held in the main 
Church Roll.  Personal details are also held in separate lists for Gift 
Aid members, Free Will offering users etc. and in the PVG Scheme 
where records are kept of all the people in the Church who work with 
young and vulnerable persons.

All of this information has to be stored safely & confidentially in order 
to comply with the Data Protection Act 1998.  If any member does not 
give their signed permission then it will eventually be necessary to 
remove their name from the Church Roll.

I already hear rumblings from members about this being “a lot of non-
sense,” but it is a legal requirement of any organisation which holds 
data on people so, when your elder calls, please don’t blame him or 
her.  Simply give them your full cooperation.
Richard and I sincerely thank you in advance for that cooperation.

Ron Gibson
Session Clerk

Likoma Island Malawi

The “Holiday Money Jar” is available after the service on Sunday 
mornings in the hall.  Proceeds from this jar will go to our fundraising 
effort for our partner church on Likoma Island.

3 packed boxes of knitting, and school bags are now on their way to 
Malawi.  A heartfelt thank you from Team Likoma for a wonderful ef-
fort!  We are now looking for donations of pencil cases, and contents 
(pencils, rubbers, sharpeners, etc) and school “jotters” and would be 
most grateful for your help.

Knitted garments will still be accepted.  We would respectfully ask that 
pink and white wool is avoided.  This is because of local custom.

We have recently also been able to help our partners on Likoma.  Ear-
lier there had been floods in the north if the Island, which spoiled their 
crops.  This was followed by a famine, with our brothers and sisters 
struggling to get sufficient food.  We were able to send them £250.00, 
which has been used to buy and distribute food.

Sandra Smith, recently received and e-mail from the Session Clerk, 
Emmanuel G Masamba, in which he said the parishoners were re-
spectfully grateful for the help received.



Prayer Topics June 2016

1. The Leprosy Mission – Bangladesh

Dhaka Leprosy Control Project staff are working to strengthen the quality 
of leprosy services in Dhaka and surrounding districts by contributing to 
the government health system.  Please pray for God’s wisdom for them so 
that this work will be efficient for them so that this work will be efficient and 
effective.  Pray for those who have leprosy complications, that they will receive 
accurate diagnosis, quality treatment and compassionate attention.  Pray 
that research findings will enhance the understanding of these conditions 
and the solutions available.

2. Mission Aviation Fellowship – Uganda

The misuse of alcohol has been an obstacle to the growth of Christianity 
throughout the world.  Pray for God’s power to break the hold of alcoholism 
and violence among the Karamojong tribe in Kaabong – leaving them filled 
with joy, peace and the Holy Spirit instead.  Praise God for enabling so many 
expert hands to complete the building and equipping of the new MAF office 
and hangar at Kajjansi airfield.  Pray that the flights from Kajjansi will bring 
the Gospel to people in Uganda crying out for salvation.

3 Open Doors - Mexico

Christians from all groups in Mexico face the constant threat of violence from 
criminal gangs and drug cartels, who frequently extort money from religious 
leaders and Christian businesses.  Pray that God would protect Christians, 
particularly converts, from the increasing violence committed against them by 
drug cartels and indigenous communities.  Pray that believers would not be 
excluded from basic social services in the southern states.  Pray, too, for O.D. 
workers who provide immediate aid to those imprisoned, excluded from their 
communities or deprived of livelihood and employment because of their faith.

4. Pray for our friends on Likoma Island, asking that God will supply all their 
needs.

Pray that God will guide our thinking and decision making as we come to 
vote at the referendum, that the outcome may be beneficial to our country.

Remember, before God, the continuing refugee crisis and ask that He will 
show us a solution that will save countless lives throughout the world.

Pray for the Church in this country, that it would return to the Word of God 
and admit its supreme authority for our daily living.  Pray that we would read 
it more regularly in in greater depth and really know what it is that God is 
telling us by His Spirit and live accordingly.  Pray for our members and those 
in the community who do not worship with us, that God would break through 
in Revival and renew all our lives to His glory.  Commit Pastor Richard and 
Margie to God, asking for His strength for every task and His joy, peace and 
encouragement in all the circumstances in which they find themselves, day 
by day.  Thanks for all the lives who benefit from the ministry He has given 
them here.

Wednesday Break Service

This is a half hour midweek service taken in turn by Richard, Eric, Stuart and Anne 
following a series of readings or a book of the Bible.  Kathleen picks appropriate 
songs of praise for each reading.  It is very informal service held in the small hall 
with tea/coffee and fellowship following.

We are half way through our series on the ‘I am’ sayings of Jesus showing that his 
nature is the same as God’s.   During June, we finish with an informal communion 
followed by lunch.

The Wednesday Break will resume on 7th September at 10.30 am, when we would 
be glad to welcome you.

Choir
The Choir practise has now finished for the summer.  The Choir practise 
will resume in September
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